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Hrynyuka Bohdan 
ACTIVITY OF THE ORGANIZATION OF UKRAINIAN NATIONALISTS 

IN THE WILLAGE OF KROHULETS IN TERNOPIL REGION (1938–1941) 
 
The article analyzes the activities of the underground cell of the Organization of 

Ukrainian Nationalists in the village of Krohulets, Kopychynetskyi district of the 
Ternopil Voivodship (modern Husyatinskyi district, Ternopil region) during 1938–
1941. On the basis of archival and criminal cases which are stored in the Archive of 
the Security Service of Ukraine in the Ternopil region, the formation and activity of 
the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists in the mentioned village was traced. The 
clandestine activity of the listed persons and the repression they suffered from the 
Soviet authorities are highlighted. 

Key words: Krohulets, Organization of Ukrainian nationalists, Ivan Protsyshyn, 
guerrilla warfare, repressions. 
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The article critically examines the role of Ivan Poltavets-Ostryanytsia in 

organizing the Ukrainian Cossack movement on emigration in Germany in 1919-
1939. A well-known figure in the national liberation struggle formed an emigration 
Cossack society and claimed to be the leader of Ukrainian military emigration. 
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Krasota Ihor 
SECOND STAGE OF THE REFORMING THE ENGINEER TROOPS OF 

THE ARMED FORCES OF UKRAINE (2000-2013). 
 
On the basis of published sources, as well as personal experience of the author’s 

military service  in the engineer troops of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, the article 
examines the second stage of the reforming the engineer troops of the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces in the period of 2013 in the context of the implementation of the State 
Programs of Development of the Armed Forces of Ukraine of 2005, the State Program 
of Development of the Armed Forces of Ukraine for 2006-2012, and the State 
Integrated Program for Reformation and Development of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine for the period up to 2017. The work compares changes in the organizational 
structure of command and control organizations and formations, military units and engineer 
troops authorities of the Ukrainian Armed Forces during this period. It also analyzes the 
changes in the balance of the strength of engineer troops and the strength of the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine. A reduction of the slice of engineer troops within the Armed Forces of Ukraine 
that influenced the organization of carrying out the main tasks of engineer support of troops 
(forces) in the period from 2000 to 2013 is also examined. 

Key words:  Engineer troops, the Armed Forces of Ukraine, reformation, balance 
of forces, organizational structure, command and control organizations, engineer 
support of troops (forces). 
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THE FOUNDATION AND ACTIVITIES OF UKRAINIAN MILITARY-

HISTORICAL  INSTITUTE 
The article analyses preconditions of foundation and activities of Ukrainian 

Military-Historical Institute, founded in 1925 in Kalisz (Poland), and renewed after 
World War II by military-political emigration in Canada. It focuses on contribution 
of  the  Ukrainian combatant organizations in Canada to development of military-
historical science in emigration during post war period. 
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FORMATION AND ACTIVITY OF THE UNDERGROUND 

ORGANIZATIONAL MOBILIZATION DESKS (SECTIONS) OF THE UPA 
IN VOLYN AND POLISSIA (1943-1944) 

 
The article researches the features of the development of underground 

organizational mobilization desks of the UPA in Volyn and Polissia, their structure 
and composition based on the archival documents and materials. It also analyzes their 
main activity concepts, order of carrying out their tasks concerning the register of 
persons available to military service and conduct of mobilization to UPA, training 
activity and the organisation of the citizens' self-defence.  
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, . . 
 

Skrypnyk A. Y. 
ON THE EVE OF A CATASTROPHE.  
ORGANIZATION OF DEFENSE OF PODILLIA DURING THE 

EASTERN (CRIMEAN) WAR OF 1853 – 1856. 
 
The article examines preventive defense measures of the Russian military 

command concerning a probable attack of Austrian Empire troops on the territory of 
Podillia and Bessarabia provinces in 1854-1856. It proves that the Russian autocracy 
did not have prepared tactical plans of border protection by the troops, and diplomatic 
discalculations and disregard of foreign policy in Eastern Europe and the Balkans 
almost brought Russia to the brink of destruction of its armed forces on the territory of 
Right-Bank Ukraine. 

Key words: Russian Empire, Podillia, Bessarabia, Eastern War, army, defense. 
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 12.02.2018 . 

 
: . . , , 

, -
 

, . . 
 

Tersky  Sviatoslav, Omelchuk  Bohdan 
THE ROLE OF THE STEPPE MILITARY TRADITION IN THE 

FORMATION OF THE HALYCIAN-VOLHYNIAN TROOPS IN IX-XI  
CENTURIES. (ACCORDING TO  THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURSES) 

 
The article is devoted to the analysis of the influence of the steppe military 

tradition on the formation of communities of local militants. It also analyzes the 
equipment of militants in the early Middle Ages based on the archaeological finds 
from the Halicyan-Volynian lands. It has been found out that elements of offensive 
and defensive arms were mostly of steppe origin as well as the outfit of horseman and 
horse. There have been established specific facts of the presence of steppe men as part 
of local militants. The conclusion is based on the facts of significant growth of 
borrowings of steppe culture during X-XI centuries. 

Key words: early Middle Ages, archaeological finds, belt reins, bridle, Halycian-
Volynian lands. 
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 27.10.2017 . 
 

: . . , , 
,  ( ) 

 
, .  

 
Shevchenko Boris. 
TO THE HISTORY OF KIROVOHRAD OFFENSIVE OPERATION OF 

2nd UKRAINIAN FRONT IN JANUARY 1944 
 
The article examines a little-known page of the history of Kirovohrad offensive 

operation, based on archival documents, memoirs and historical literature.  
On January 5-16, 1944, the troops of the 2 nd Ukrainian Front surrounded several 
divisions of the 47th Panzer Corps of the 8th Field Wehrmacht Army in the western 
and north-western outskirts of Kirovohrad. The author examines in detail the 
hostilities between the German and Soviet troops on January 6-10, 1944, presents the 
list of Nazi divisions, that have been encircled,  and attempts are made to define their 
losses. 

Key words: Kirovohrad offensive operation, 2nd Ukrainian Front, 
8th Field Army of the Wehrmacht, operational environment, division, departures, 
railroad and highway roads. 
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INTERNED UNITS OF THE UPR ARMY IN THE CAMPS ON THE 

TERRITORY OF POLAND (1921-1924) 
 
The article analyzes the stay of soldiers of the UPR army in the camps on the territory 

of Poland after the defeat in the national liberation competitions of 1917–1921. 
The attention is paid to the strength of the army, military-political, cultural and 
educational activity of the interned Ukrainian military units. 
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ORGANIZED  LABOR  SETTLEMENTS  OF UPR INTERNED ARMIES 

IN VOLHYNIAN VOIVODESHIP 
 
The research article observes the circumstances of appearance of the first 

organized UPR army labor settlements on the territory of Volhyn Voivodeship on the 
basis of the source material. The attention is paid to the living conditions, moral and 
psychological problems, and there is the analysis of the cultural, educational and 
artistic work of the former military officers and the Polish government`s attitude 
towards them.  
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Demianiuk O. J.  
VOLYN IN THE PERIOD OF UKRAINIAN CENTRAL COUNCIL: 

MILITARY-POLITICAL ASPECTS 
 
The article analyses the military-political peculiarities of the development of 

Volyn province in the period of the Ukrainian Central Council, in particular, the 
components of the state-building process at the local level, including the formation of 
local authorities, the struggle for influence on the Volyn population as well as the 
activity of various political forces and military formations. The work describes the 
newly created military committees, councils of workers and soldiers' deputies and also 
the events, which significantly influenced military-political development of the Volyn 
lands. 
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Zadunayskyi  Vadym 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE SYSTEM OF HIGHER MILITARY 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE UNR ARMED FORCES IN 1920 
 
In this article the author analyzes the changes in the system of higher military 

administration of the Armed Forces of the Ukrainian People's Republic (UPR) in 
1920. The Ukrainian Army in 1920 was under the military-political influence of 
Poland. The Ukrainian Army kept the achievements of previous years. The priorities 
of centralization were fixed in the law on higher military administration in the UPR 
on November 12, 1920. In November 1920, 3 main directions of the military 
command were determined: the Ministry of War, the General Staff and the General 
Inspection of the troops. During the war the Commander of the Army played an 
important role. Such approaches considerably improved the functionality of the 
Armed Forces of the UPR. The new law clearly defined full powers of the "Supreme 
Military Council", which include representatives of the military command and the 
government. It used not only the Ukrainian experience of 1917-1919, but also the 
experience of the Russian imperial army. Novations of 1920 strengthened the 
influence of Chief Otaman S. Petliura on the Armed Forces and the political 
leadership of the UPR. 

Key words: Armed Forces, Higher military administration, Ukrainian People's 
Republic, Military Minister, General Staff, General Inspector, Supreme Military 
Council. 
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Zaytsev Sergiy 
ORGANIZATION OF SERVICE SUPPORT OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 

INSURGENT ARMY OF UKRAINE (MAKHNOVISTS)  
 
The article analyzes the beginning and development of the organization of the 

service support system in the Revolutionary Insurgent Army of Ukraine (Makhnovists) in 
September 1919 – early 1920. The main components of this type of support are 
described and their features are highlighted. 

Key words: service support, Revolutionary Insurgent Army of Ukraine (Makhnovists), 
anarchism. 
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ORGANIZATIONS AND COMBAT OPERATIONS  

THE GERMAN 10TH INFANTRY DIVISION  
ON THE WESTERN FRONT OF WORLD WAR I (1916-1917) 

 
This paper presents organization and combat actions of German 10th Infantry 

Division of 5th Army Corps on the Western Front of World War I (1916-1917) in the 
battles: Verdun, Aisne, Champagne region and Laon. The service of Poles in the German 
army and the German-Polish brotherhood are still somewhat of an inconvenient truth. 
However, many textual sources regarding the 10th Infantry Division of the 5th Army 
Corps indicate that this indeed took place. The analysis of available sources and 
subject literature has allowed a recreation of the 10th Infantry Division’s organizational 
changes which took place during the war, the role of the division in respective battles, 
and the losses suffered by regiments, including soldiers of Polish nationality which 
were only partially trained.  

Key words: German 10th Infantry Division; Western Front of WW1; battle of 
Verdun; battle of Aisne, battle in the Champagne, battle of Chemin des Dames; Poles 
in the German army. 

 

The battles in which the 10th Infantry Division was involved 
before 1916 proved to be only an introduction to the forthcoming 
struggle. It was in this year on the Western Front that one of the most 
devastating battles of this war took place - the Battle of Verdun. The 
regiments of the 10th Infantry Regiment were sent to this line of the 
Front, which was already marred by thousands of bullets, in October 
1916. The Battle of Verdun is present in Polish family stories because 
the  Poles  from  the  today’s  Greater  Poland  (Wielkapolska in Polish, 
known as the Province of Posen before 1918) were participating in it. 
These memories constitute the Polish national identity in the context 
of World War I. Therefore, the one of the objectives of this article is 
to reconstruct the involvement of the regiments of the 10th Infantry 
Division in the Battle of Verdun; battle of Aisne, in the Champagne 
(1-27 May 1917) and battle of Chemin des Dames (June 1917). In 
addition, the changes in the organization of units, tactics, and their 
armament and equipment are analyzed. 
                                                             

Bartosz Kruszy ski,  Ph.D., is an assistant professor at the Military History 
Department, The Faculty of History, The Adam Mickiewicz University in Pozna  – 
Poland. 
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The reorganization of the structure of troops and the introduction 
of new types of weapons were the result of the intense fighting in 
1916 on the Western Front. In February, a divisional field recruit 
depot was created in each division. In August, increasing the number 
of heavy machine guns to 15 strengthened the regiment machine gun 
companies. Also that month, M1916 steel helmets were introduced in 
the individual equipment, which significantly improved the survival 
rate of soldiers on the Front. The M1916 helmet protected the head of 
the soldier from the debris and, in some cases, from rifle fire (helmet 
puncture depended on the angle of impact projectile) [1,  p. 133]. 

The 10th Infantry Division filled the positions on the Silent Saint-
Mihiel when the battle of Verdun begun in February 1916. The 6th 
Grenadiers Regiment, which was on the left flank of the Division and 
neighbored with the 154th Infantry Regiment of the 9th Infantry 
Division, filled the positions Northwest of the village of St. Remy. 
The 50th Infantry Regiment took positions further to the right of the 
grenadiers of von Kleist and Northwest of the Combres. The 47th 
Infantry Regiment filled the positions in a northerly and northeasterly. 
On the right wing of the 10th Infantry Division, was the 36th 
Landwehr Regiment from the 5th Landwehr Division. On August 28, 
the Front was pushed in a northwesterly direction to the town of 
Fresnes-Trésauvaux-North ridge of Cota 420 (southwest of Combres) 
as a result of the attack carried out on line of the 5th Landwehr 
Division and the 47th Infantry Regiment. When Posen regiments of 
the 5th Reserve Corps were attacking the village Vaux and Fort Vaux 
on the Northern line of the Battle of Verdun, the regiments from the 
5th Army Corps still occupied positions in the Silent St. Mihiel in 
March and April 1916 [2, pp. 152–169, 3, pp. 216–229]. 

Due to the high activity of the French Division at Verdun, the 10th 
Infantry Division was moved within the 5th Army from the Armee-
Abteilung “C” to Gruppe “Lochow” and subordinated to the 
Generalkommando 54 (with staff in St. Laurent) at the beginning of 
October 1916 [4, p. 193; 5, p. 218]. Then, Posen regiments passed to 
the sector of Marville – Grand Failly – St. Laurent to the North of 
Verdun. On 5 October, due to the large losses, the 14th, 15th and 16th 
companies of the 47th Infantry Regiment were resolved. At the end of 
the month, the 20th Artillery Regiment was taken from the 10th 
Artillery Brigade, the 10th Infantry Division and assigned to 
Heeresfeldartillerie (the Army Field Artillery), where it remained until 
the end of the war [6, pp. 201–203]. 
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While the French infantry was carrying out the strike that was 
developing successfully on 25 October, the 6th Grenadiers Regiment 
was thrown to counter-offensive in the region of Fort Douaumont. 
The Regiment stopped the progress of the enemy [7, p. 98, 592; 8, 
pp. 283–287]. Grenadier Jellenta from the 6th Grenadier Regiment 
described these dramatic moments in this way: "The German front 
position was inconvenient. It was not chosen and arranged deliberately. 
Indeed, it was cast during the fight on 24 October as ordered by 
combat location, regardless of the location on the terrain. So it was 
observed and shelled from the wing, and the position of the company 
of the regiment commander [Lt. Col. Max von Kaisenberg – BK] was 
on the combat line. Rifle and lead trenches were in largely destroyed 
and did not form a continuous line. The distance to the enemy ranged 
from 100 to 200 m, so foreground was short. There were no barber 
wire  barriers  in  front  of  the  trenches.  Frequent  and  sometimes  
hurricane French artillery fire was constantly destroying the parts of 
trenches, which had been repaired. The positions, machine guns, 
grenades and mine throwers were being covered by pieces of iron. 
The access to the front positions was possible only from the back, 
during the night. The access was more than difficult because of muddy 
and similar to the deep water of crater field. The French fire almost 
always caused the losses " [9]. 

In mid-December 1916, the 10th Infantry Division, along with 
the 14th Reserve Division and the 39th Infantry Division, were part of 
the 5th Reserve Corps commanded by Gen. Lt. Otto von Garnier [10, 
p. 150]. The 6th Grenadier Regiment took positions in the center of 
the grouping of the 10th Infantry Division, in the forest of Chaufour. 
The forest was marked on the map but, in fact, there was no real forest 
but only tree stumps remained. Next to the Germans, were the French 
colonial units of the 2nd Regiment of Algerian Tirailleurs (French: 2e 
Régiment de Tirailleurs Algériens) of the 73th Brigade, the 37th 
Infantry Division, the 4th Regiment of Zouaves (French: 4e Regiment 
de Zouaves) of the 76th Brigades of the 38th Infantry Division. Both 
divisions were part of the 2nd Army commanded by Gen. Robert 
Georges Nivelle.  

In the morning of 15 December 1916, the French artillery opened 
up a massive fusillade on positions of the 10th Infantry Division, 
focusing on the positions of German artillery. A significant part of the 
missiles fired were filled with combat gas. Soon all depressions on the 
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line of the 6th Grenadier Regiment filled up with clouds of deadly gas. 
The French infantry was preparing to attack, and the French artillery 
subsequently began shelling. The barrage moved towards the positions 
of the 10th Infantry Division. The French 73th Brigade was attacking, 
but it was stopped in the middle of the defense section of the 6th 
Grenadier Regiment in the Helly Gorge. However, the 2nd Battalion 
of the 398th Infantry Regiment, which was to the left of the grenadiers, 
was surprised. The enemy infantry broke through its positions at the 
junction of the 10th Infantry Division and the 39th Infantry Division. 
A similar situation existed on the right wing of the grenadiers, who 
were  relegated  to  their  positions  and  attacked  by  the  one  of  the  
battalions of the 47th Infantry Regiment. The attack of the French 
infantry to wings of the Posen Grenadier Regiment threatened them 
with encirclement. At the same time, though, the French infantry 
attacked positions of the 3rd Battalion of the Grenadiers. The companies 
of  the  Battalion  had  to  set  up  in  a  defensive  circle  and  were  
temporarily prevented from attempts at breaking into their positions 
with grenades. The struggle was becoming bigger with every hour. In 
the machine gun company, only two Maxim 08 serviceable heavy 
machine guns were serviceable, but they were soon were hit by 
artillery debris and became silent. The French then introduced 
flamethrowers to the fight, which broke the resistance of the Posen 
grenadiers. Handle grenades were again used to eliminate these 
dangerous weapons. Lieutenant Gunter Perkiewicz (born 11 June 1887 
in  Ludwigsberg  –  Osowa  Góra  near  rem),  adjutant  in  the  3rd  
battalion, was decorated for this action. In addition, the French aircraft 
flew at low altitude, shooting grenadiers with the weapons they had 
onboard [7, p. 593, 9, 11, p. 17096]. 

The crisis in the line of the 398th Infantry Regiment was resolved – 
companies of reserve of the Regiment under the command of Major 
von Stütz were alerted and stopped the French advance. At about 12 pm 
the French infantry captured the Hill 378, which dominated over the 
rear of the 3rd battalion of Grenadier Regiment position. The 1st 
Battalion of Grenadier Regiment and the remnants of the two 
companies from the 398th Infantry Regiment were designated to 
regain the Hill. The action succeed and the French troops were pushed 
from the Hill 378, where the already organized point of resistance was 
captured. Next, the attack stopped in craters full of water and mud on 
the road Louvemont-Ornes. The 2nd Battalion of the 6th Grenadier 
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Regiment reached this position soon. The 5th company of the 
Regiment recaptured Chambrette farm and filled it with half-platoon 
with two heavy machine gun MG-08 under the command of Sergeant 
Kubacki [8, 9, pp. 289–300]. 

Meanwhile, the fire from French machine guns and mortars was so 
intense on the line of the encircled 3rd Battalion of the 6th Grenadier 
Regiment that none of the liaisons were able to be dispatched for 
assistance. Carrier pigeons with dispatches were also captured by the 
French troops. The soldiers of the 3rd Battalion were not able to break 
through Chauffour Forest where they were. In the afternoon, African 
shooters hit on command position of Lt. Col. Max von Kaisenberg in 
Helly Gorge. Lt. Col. Max von Kaisenberg, along with his troops, 
officers and privates died at close quarters combat with his rifle in 
hand. The French officers commanding the action appreciated the 
bravery of the German commander of grenadiers and honored him. 
The death of the commander of the regiment motivated the soldiers of 
the 3rd Battalion to fight. However, they were attacked on all sides by 
the enemy and did not have much chance to survive. Soon, only a few 
defenders were left, including the commander of the 3rd Battalion. 
When  they  tried  to  withdraw  to  the  shelter,  the  grenades  that  were  
collected there exploded. The battalion commander, together with the 
other surviving defenders was captured [8, p. 17070, 9, 11, p. 300–303]. 

In the fighting from 26 October to 19 December 1916, the units of 
the 10th Infantry Division suffered severe losses. According to Gen. 
Max von Gallwitz (About Gen. Max von Gallwitz wrote J. Jung, Max 
von Gallwitz (1852–1937). General und Politiker, Osnabrück 1995), 
on 15 December 1916 alone, the regiments of the 10th Infantry 
Division lost three infantry battalions in full, and two were lost by half 
[10, p. 151]. The losses of the 6th Grenadier Regiment totaled 292 soldiers. 
Among the dead were many Poles, for example second lieutenant 
Gunter Perkiewicz, senior private Anton Abrahamczyk and grenadiers: 
Andreas (Polish: Andrzej) Dzierla, Stephan (Polish: Stefan) Fronda, 
Mathias (Polish: Mateusz) Marcinkowski, Karl (Polish: Karol) Ponik 
and Martin (Polish: Marcin) Stró yk. The losses of the 6th Grenadier 
Regiment amounted: 3 officers, 81 non-commissioned officers and 
grenadiers dead; 3 officers and 168 grenadiers injured; and 37 soldiers 
missing [8, 9, pp. 304–306]. The 47th Infantry Regiment suffered 
even bigger losses that amounted to 753 soldiers. The detailed losses 
of the 47th Infantry Regiment in 15–16 December 1917 amounted 24 
dead (including 2 officers), 96 wounded (1 officer) and 633 missing 
(including 14 officers) [4, pp. 583–584].  
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The fierceness of the fighting of the 10th Infantry Division at 
Verdun is indicated by the consumption of artillery shells. For instance, 
18  field  guns  FK  96  n.A  7,7  cm  caliber  of  the  56th  Field  Artillery  
Regiment, fired 14 977 missiles in November 1916, and 26 983 shells 
in the following month. Eighteen light howitzer lFH 98 10,5 cm 
caliber fired 15 070 shells in November, and 23 408 in December. the 
losses of the 56th Field Artillery Regiment in 1916, amounted 22 non-
commissioned and privates and 9 horses dead; 3 officers, 105 no-
commissioned officers and privates, 26 horses dead; 1 officer and 7 non-
commissioned officers and privates missing [12, p. 75, 230]. 

At the end of December 1916, the 10th Infantry Division was 
withdrawn  from  the  5th  Army.  The  losses  of  the  regiments  of  the  
Division was so severe that in January 1917, the Posen Division was 
withdrawn from the front and send to the region of Mars-la-Tour, 
where it went through a reorganization for three weeks. Then the 
position of commander of the pioneer battalion division was created in 
the staff of the 10th Infantry Division [1, p. 96]. Additional changes 
took place in the organization of the artillery. The 10th Artillery 
Brigade was dismissed on 15 February 1917. Its place was formed the 
Division Artillery Command No. 10 (German: Artillerie-Kommandeur 
No. 10 - in short, Arko No. 10) on 27 February 1917. The 56th Field 
Artillery Regiment was the one, which recalled the organic artillery 
units in the structure of the Division. It was to remain like that until 
the end of the war. Additional artillery units were allocated to the 
Division where appropriate regarding the needs and tasks. The units of 
the 56 Artillery Regiment were sent temporarily to other units [13, pp. 16, 
64, 259–260]. 

From 24 January 1917 the units of the 10th Infantry Division led 
operations in positions between the rivers The Meuse and The Moselle 
on the hilly terrain Côtes de Lorraines. There were numerous clashes 
with French troops until 1st May in the Forest Loclont and Seuzey [5, 
p. 262]. Particularly intense fighting took place on 5-7 March, which 
was associated with the French offensive on the front stretch. The 10th 
Infantry Division remained in the above line until the beginning of 
May 1917 [7, pp. 181–183; 8, p. 594; 14, pp. 309–315; 15, p. 103]. 

Trench warfare activity, due to new weapons and improved tactics, 
led to the subsequent changes in both the weapons and the organization 
of German troops in 1917. Twenty-four Granatwerfer M16 grenade 
throwers were assigned to the infantry regiments in February. 
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The regiments were organized into three detachments, each with four 
throwers. The Granatwerfer M16 was a primitive design, with low 
firepower and range. A fragmentation grenade Weighing 1.9 kg, was 
designed to destroy the live force, but only had a range of 460 m. It soon 
became clear that this model of organization was impractical. In August, 
a troop of the mine throwers in the regiment was dissolved. Two pitchers 
were assigned to each infantry company. At the same time, the use in 
infantry caps’ grenade was discarded because it turned out to be 
impractical [1, p. 113]. 

Twelve Leichter Minenwerfer 7.85 cm M16 light mortars were 
introduced to infantry regiments at the end of February. In each infantry 
battalion deployed one troop with four mortars. On 17 October 1915, 
the 10th Mortar Company (German: 10. Kompagnie Minenwerfer) 
was formed in the 10th Infantry Division. The Company had troops 
with  mortars  of  three  different  calibers.  The  troops  were  assigned  to  
individual regiments. The 6th Grenadier Regiment had the Troop of 
Heavy Mortars no. 55 (German: Schwerer Minenwerfer Abteilung Nr. 55), 
armed with heavy mortars with a caliber of 250 mm - Schwerer 25 cm 
Minenwerfer n/A. The Troop of Medium Mortars No. 145 (German: 
Mittlerer Minenwerfer Abteilung Nr. 145), which was armed with 
medium-caliber mortars of 170 mm - 17 cm Mittlerer Minenwerfer, 
was assigned to the 47th Infantry Regiment. The Troop of Light 
Mortars No. 235 (German: Leichter Minenwerfer Abteilung Nr. 235) 
and the Troop of Light Mortars No. 266 (German: Leichter 
Minenwerfer Abteilung Nr. 266) were assigned to the 398th Infantry 
Regiment. The embodiment of mortal troops significantly strengthened 
the capacity of defense of the regiments of the Division. The mortar 
grenades were also very good for breaking the barbed wire barriers of 
the enemy, and thus clearing the way for infantry during the attack [16]. 

At the beginning of April 1915, Colonel Friedrich Stadthagen was 
removed from the position of commander of the 20th Infantry Brigade, 
and his place was taken by Gen. Maximilian Sydow [17, p. 244]. During 
this time, infantry regiments of the 10th Infantry Division deployed 
for training purposes four machine guns MG-08/15, which then 
represented a new approach to combat maneuverability. In May two 
MG-08/15 was introduced in the armament company of infantry, and 
in September its  number was increased up to four.  In December,  the 
infantry section of communication was formed [1, p. 113]. 

Then the regiments of the 10th Infantry Division were to take part 
in the double battle of Aisne and in the Champagne region, which took 
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place on 1–27 May 1917. On 1 May 1917, the regiments of the 10th 
Infantry Division were flipped by rail from the Mars-la-Tour by 
Conflans, Montmédy, Sedan, Cherleville and Hirson to the North of 
the Aisne River (Picardy region). There they occupied the positions of 
the North-West of Bray-en-Laonnois. They were then assigned to the 
Grupee “Bailly” (11th Army Corps) from the 7th Army. The change 
on the commander position in the 5th Army Corps had place in May. 
Infantry Gen. Adolf von Oven took command of Gruppe “Metz” [5, 
pp. 102–103; 18, p. 268, 270]. The fight began on 6 May and lasted 
until the end of May on this line [15, p. 103]. The losses of the 6th 
Grenadier Regiment amounted to 5 officers, 1 officer’s aspirant, 10 non-
commissioned, 62 privates dead and 8 officers, 26 non-commissioned 
and 351 grenadiers and Fusiliers (privates) wounded [8, p. 343].  

On 3 June 1917, the French troops stormed the position the 10th 
Infantry Division at the Chemin des Dames in the Northwest of the 
village of Froidmont-Ferme [15, p. 103]. The attack was repulsed with 
large losses for the attacking troops. The Germans captured 6 French 
officers, 126 non-commissioned officers and soldiers and 20 machine 
guns [5, p. 280]. On 14 June, the regiments of the 10th Infantry Division 
started to storm out from their line of defense at the Chemin des Dames 
on French positions to the North of Braye [15, p. 103]. The Germans 
seized them. On June 20, the Division was sent to rest in Crécy-sur-Serre, 
where it stayed until 25 July [8, p. 356; 12, pp. 83-87]. Then there was 
a change in the position of commander of the 20th Field Artillery 
Brigade. The commander Gen. Hermann Eugen Rudolf Ludwig von 
Gostkowski went on another post and was replaced by Gen. Karl Hugo 
Paul Meyfarth [17, p. 498]. 

After the regeneration, the 10th Infantry Division was deployed 
from Crécy-sur-Serre to the near of the village of Giza (to the North-
East of Laon). It was planned that the Division would participate in 
the trench fighting between July 1917 and February 1918. The particu-
larly fierce fighting took place on 30 July in the Ailles Hurtebise, 
where intense artillery shelling of the allied countries was causing a 
large losses in the ranks of the Division. In addition, the Posen 
regiments fiercely resisted the French attacks several times. The first 
resistance took place on 15th August near Hurtebise-Ferme, and the 
second – from 30th August to 2nd September – to the South of Ailles 
and Hurtebise-Ferme [15, p. 103]. 

On 6th September, the 10th Infantry Division was assigned to the 
Gruppe “Crépy” which was under the authority of the 8th Reserve 
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Corps. It remained there until 30th November 1917. The regiments of 
the Posen Division from 15th September for five consecutive days 
took Saint-Gobain sector (North of Soissons) [4, pp. 181–183; 14, 
p. 290]. In September 1917, there were changes in the structure of the 
staff of the Division. New positions were created: division commander 
of communication, anti-gas officer and an officer for training [1, p. 96].  

In September 1917, a innovative tactic of assault troops, which 
were named Stosstruppen, was applied to the units of the 10th Infantry 
Division. The assault troops were intended for special tasks. This kind 
of troop - the Kommando was formed in the 47th Infantry Regiment. 
The Kommando was composed of three subunits of the assault, which 
were formed by volunteers only. An experienced non-commissioned 
officer or Lieutenant commanded each assault subunit. The cast of the 
subunit was 14-16 soldiers including 2-3 non-commissioned officers. 
The Kommando also consisted of 5 pioneers from the 2nd company of 
the 5th Pioneer Battalion. The pioneers were experts on the use of 
explosives and were led by the non-commissioned officer. The first 
subdivision was equipped with two machine guns Maxim MG 08/15, 
which were to provide firepower overpowering during rapid movement. 
The armament of the assault soldier, who was not equipped with 
weapon team, included a dozen handle grenades that were carried in 
bags which were hung by the arm and made of light fabric. This system 
of transportation of grenades in combat was innovative, simple and 
effective. It enabled more grenades for each soldier, which increased 
the firepower of the troops. Cold weapons were also imperative in the 
assault. Cold weapons included the statutory assault knife and 
weapons produced by the soldiers, such as shortened bayonets or a 
tightened shovel. Firearms were different models of guns and pistol 
Mauser Gewehr 98a. The Stosstruppen Kommando was  a  special  
troop and its aim was to capture prisoners with the purpose of 
obtaining intelligence, the destruction of crucial points in the 
opponent's defense, staffs, magazines, and carrying out reconnaissance 
[4, pp.  299 – 300]. 

In October the 10th Infantry Division was located in the vicinity of 
the town of Crépy-en-Valois, where it rested. At the end of October 
1917, the French troops had gone on the offensive, and the Posen 
Division regiments were in emergency mode, directed at the front line. 
On the night of 23/24 October 1917, the 10th Infantry Division 
covered the retreat of smashed troops. From 24 October to 2 November, 
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the Division led the fight to the South of the Ailette, and from 3 November 
to 1 December - to the North of the Ailette [15, p. 104]. At the end of 
November, the Posen Division was moved from the 7 Army of to the 
2 Army [7, p. 564].  

On 1 December, the 10th Infantry Division was included in the 
Gruppe “Quentin” (command of the 9th Army Corps) [7, p. 564]. The 
Division filled the position on the Siegfried Line (German: Siegfried 
Stellung) and was fending off attacks by the Allied troops on 1-9 December 
[15, p. 104]. Then, the Division received orders to leave the position 
and returned to the 7 Army, where it ran a fighting position to the 
North of the Ailette. On 31 December 1917, the regiments of the 10th 
Infantry Division were let-up by the 211th Infantry Division and 
passed on the back of the front in the Berlacourt-Marle region (40 km 
to the West of Saint Quentin). After reorganizing the ranks, incorporating 
of supplies, equipment and weapons, the regiments of the 10th 
Infantry Division returned to the front line and took over the position 
in the North of the Ailette, by loosening the 211th Infantry Division 
on 1st January 1918. The Posen Division came to the Gruppe Liesse 
which was under the authority of the 39th Army Corps, where it 
remained until 8 February 1918 [4, p. 385, 8; p. 307-308; 15, p. 104]. 

The extreme environment of the Verdun Battle at the end of 1916 
was for the German 10th Infantry Division a test of its effectiveness – 
the fighting value of soldiers, the quality of command, level of 
training and tactics. The defeat of this unit could be decided by many 
unfavorable factors, and the morale of its soldiers was subjected to a 
hard test. In October 1916, in extremely difficult conditions, the 
regiments of the 10th Infantry Division stabilized their sectors on the 
front line at Verdun, and in December 1916 they stopped a strong 
French blow, however, incurring significant losses amounting to 1/3 
of the division's state. The combat activities of the 10th Infantry 
Division from 1917 had nature of trench warfare. This year, the tactics 
of the assault units Stosstruppen was used for the first time in this unit. 
The fights of 1917 brought significant losses to the 10th Infantry 
Division. In the German Verlustliste, many Polish surnames were 
published - residents of the Province Posen. The scale of losses 10th 
Infantry Division is confirmed by data from April 1917 regarding the 
47th Infantry Regiment. Then 72 officers, 16 of which were in active 
service (before 1914), and 46 were reserve officers (conscripted 
during the mobilization in 1914 or later) served in this unit. The ratio 
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of professional officers for the reserve officers reveals the scale of the 
loss of the first group. Out of the 3130 non-commissioned officers and 
privates, 760 soldiers had two years of combat experience, 900 soldiers – 
one-year experience, 430 soldiers – over six months experience, and 
1040 – less than six months. A large percentage of veterans had an 
impact on the unit’s effectiveness in battle [4, p. 236]. The last year of 
the World War I – 1918 was particularly bloody for the 10th Infantry 
Division. Again soldiers of Polish nationality in German uniforms 
were to die for Kaiser Wilhelm II, fighting for the strange matter. 
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particular, academies, schools of cadets, and officer specialized courses. 

Key words: Austro-Hungarian Armed Forces, the professional training of 
officers, military academies (Militärakademien), cadet schools (Kadettenschulen), 
one-year volunteers (Einjährig Freiwillige). 
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Sliusarenko A.V. 
EXPERIENCE OF CREATION OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES 

AND THEIR STRUCTURE IN THE WORLD’S LEADING COUNTRIES 
 
The article analyzes the experience of creation of Special Operations Forces 

(SOF) and their organizational structure in the world’s leading countries (the USA, 
Great Britain, France, FRG and Italy). It is emphasized that the experience of present-
day armed conflicts, high efficiency of military operations is gained by intensive 
employment of specially formed SOF and properly trained servicemen. Special Operation 
Forces  play  a  key  role  in  present-day  global  antiterrorist  war.  SOF  structure  of  the  
world’s leading countries is also examined in the article. 

Key  words: Special Operations Forces, special operation, NATO. 
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Tkachuk Pavlo, Kharuk Andriy 
CREATION OF HEAVY FIELD HOWITZERS IN GERMANY ON THE 

EVE AND DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
 
The article analyzes the history of creation and the main characteristics of the 

German heavy field howitzers.  The main focus is  on the base model sFH 18. It  also 
analyzes the attempts of creating lightweight variants of heavy field howitzer (sFH 36, 
sFH 40 and sFH 42). A comparative analysis of howitzer sFH 18 with its main foreign 
correspondents – the Soviet howitzer M-10 and the American M1– have been carried 
out in this work. 

Keywords: Germany, Second World War, artillery, field howitzer. 
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Burakov Yuriy, 
Sukhyi Olexsiy  
RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN MODERN WAR IN MEMORIES OF 

PARTICIPANTS – CADETS OF HETMAN PETRO SAHAIDACHNYI 
NATIONAL ARMY ACADEMY 

 
The article analyses the results of the interview by means of  the method of oral 

history – a depth interview with the cadets of the National Army Academy – 
participants in the present-day  Russian-Ukrainian war. During the interview with 
cadets – participants of war a great attention was paid to various aspects of the 
defenders of Ukraine serving at the front. Emphasis is made on the significance of 
oral  history  for  creating  a  baseline  of  historical  researches  on  the  recent  history  of  
Ukraine, in particular, the history of the current Russian-Ukrainian war.  

Key words: aggression of the Russian Federation, anti-terrorist operation, ATO, 
Russian-Ukrainian war, Armed Forces of Ukraine, oral history. 
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Zozulya Alexsiy 
THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES OF  

EFFECTIVENESS EVALUATION OF INFORMATION AND PROPAGANDA 
SUPPORT OF THE UKRAINIAN ARMED FORCES 

 
The article deals with  theoretical and methodological principles of the 

effectiveness evaluation of measures for information and propaganda support of the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces. It defines the conceptual-categorical apparatus, structure, 
principles, functions of efficiency evaluation of information and propaganda support. 
Particular attention is paid to the examination of the methodological basis of the 
evaluation, based on its role and place in the structure of the process of information 
and propaganda support of troops in the military-political conflict. The article 
determines prospects for further research which will consist in defining and grounding 
approaches to the selection of models and methods for effectiveness evaluation of 
promotional activities. 

Key words: information and propaganda support, evaluation of effectiveness, 
subject of evaluation, object of evaluation, evaluation structure, principles, functions. 
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Pidopryhora I. 
Conditions and factors of influence on the organization of information and 

propaganda support of Naval Forces of Ukraine in 2014 
 

In the article, based on the analysis of the organization of informational support 
in the military units of the fleet, the author made an attempt to determine the 
conditions and factors influencing the organization of information and propaganda 
support in the Naval Forces of Ukraine during the annexation of the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea, redeployment from the temporarily occupied territory, restoration 
of combat capability, actions to cover the areas of the state border in the southern 
regions and participate in the anti-terrorist operation in eastern Ukraine in 2014. 
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Tomchuk OLeksandr 
Directions and forms of volunteer movement to  assist the Armed Forces of 

Ukraine in 2014–2018 
 
The article analyzes directions and forms of the volunteer movement to assist the 

Armed Forces of Ukraine, which was launched after the aggression of Russian 
Federation against Ukraine in 2014. It is determined that the peak of growth of 
volunteer movement was recorded in 2015 when more than two hundred and half of 
the well-known volunteer initiative associations extended their activities on the 
territory of Ukraine. Different in origin and social composition volunteer associations 
organized their work in several priority areas, the main task was the financial and 
humanitarian support to ATO soldiers.  

Key  words: volunteer, volunteer movement, antiterrorist operation. 
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