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Vyzdryk V. 
THE IDEOLOGICAL INFLUENCE OF RUSSIA ON THE UKRAINIAN 

GALICIA SOCIETY ON THE EVE AND INITIAL STAGE OF THE FIRST 
WORLD WAR 

 
The beginning of the twentieth century marked the use of ideology as a tool of 

foreign policy. Thus, Russia entered the First World War under the slogan of the 
liberation of the enslaved Slavs. At the same time, the Russian government sought to 
implement its pre-war strategic goal, to expand the borders of the empire at the 
expense of Galicia, Bukovina and Transcarpathia. 



16 

On the eve of the war the instrument of information policy of the Russian Empire 
was Pan-Slavism, a messianic mission for the Slavic peoples.   The ideology of Pan-
Slavism envisaged the expansion of the Russian Empire at the expense of Red Russia. 
For expansion, Russia used cultural and religious influence and, through it, its 
political presence in the region. 

 In order to discredit the Ukrainian national-liberation movement in Galicia, on 
the eve of the war, Russian governmental and political circles supported, morally and, 
above all, materially, the Muscophilia, which underpinned the all-Russian national 
idea. Through Muscophilian organizations, the Russian government was able to carry 
out not only anti-Ukrainian propaganda among Galician Ukrainians, pulling them to 
their side, but also anti-state, in order to accidence to Russia all Ukrainian 
ethnographic lands that were part of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. 

On August 11, the Carpatho-Russian Liberation Committee was set up in Kyiv. 
Its task was to: clarify the so-called "reunification", introduce the Russian 
administration, and treat the Russian army to the local population; as well as 
assistance to the refugees and captive Galicians of the Austro-Hungarian army. In 
addition, in July 1914, Muscophiles issued for the command staff a small work 
"Modern Galicia", which emphasized the importance of Russophilism in Galicia, the 
place of residence of the names of members of the Russian People's Council, while 
neglecting Ukrainian political and national-cultural movement. 

Thus, the Russian Empire tried to information-psychological approach the 
population to the future theater of combat. The state propaganda machine work on the 
organization of the information discredit of the enemy and creation a positive image 
of his own state and army. 

It should be noted that the information war began long before Russia's hostilities 
and was accompanied at all stages of the war, adapting in advance to current goals and 
objectives; 

outreach activities directed to all layers of the populations of Austria-Hungary, as 
well as the Ukrainian population of the Russian Empire, respectively, with different 
goals and objectives; 

the main purpose of the information war is to obtain the support of the population 
to justify the actions of the military leadership of the warring parties; the liquidation 
of the Ukrainian national liberation movement. 

Keywords: First World War, Galicia, Muscophilia, information influence, 
propaganda. 
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Leontii Voitovych 
MILITARY ACTIVITY OF THE DUKE KOSTIANTYN IVANOVYCH 

OSTROZKYI 
 
The article is devoted to the evaluation of intense activity of duke Kostiantyn 

Ivanovych Ostrozkyi, foremost as a combat leader. Main estimations are considered 
by the contempoeanes of his figure. Basic attention is paid to the victories obtained 
under his command, in particular in battles of Orsha (1514) and Kaniv (1527). 

By means of different manipulations concerning the quantity of troops of both 
parties near Orsha, new Russian historiography attempted to diminish a role and 
achievements of Kostiantyn Ivanovych Ostrozkyi as a combat leader. In-depth 
consideration of these attempts takes into account the sources, as well as the reasons 
of defect of the Moscow army and its severe lossesl. It is determined that a main 
factor that resulted in severe losses and defect was the massed application of the field 
artillery in combination with the volleys of arkebusiers. The emeny was unprepared 
for this and broke his will to the organized resistance. Herein Kostiantyn Ivanovych 
Ostrozkyi came forward to one of the first right behind Venetian condottiere of 
Bartolomeo Colleoni. The battleof Orsza was one of the first along with the battles of 
Pavia and Marignano, where the field artillery and arbalesters played a leading role. 
Great attention was paid to the resonance caused by this victory in Europe. 

Special attention has been given to the activity of duke Kostiantyn Ivanovych 
Ostrozkyi as south steppes defense organizer from the Krimean Khanate. A 
reasonable hypothesis relates to the role of Duke in forming of the early Kozatstvo. It 
is concluded that in relation to the recessity of the further deteiled deep research 
exactly of military activity of duke Kostiantyn Ivanovych Ostrozkyi, many interesting 
information can be gained. 

Among the historical figures of Ukraine the duke Kostiantyn Ivanovych 
Ostrozkyi takes special place both politician and renowned combat leader of his era. 

Keywords: Kostiantyn Ivanovych Ostrozkyi, combat leader, Orsha, Kaniv, Cossacks. 
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O.I. Muravskyi, M.V. Apalkov 
MILITARY AND POLITICAL ASPECTS IN THE ACTIVITIES  
OF THE LVIV REGIONAL COUNCIL (1990 – 1991) 
 

The military and political aspects in the activities of the Lviv Regional Council of 
the first democratic convocation and the peculiarities of regular military service by the 
draftees of the Lviv region at  the change of the 1980 – 1990s were analyzed.  It  was 
noted that in 1990, the Lviv region draftees were sent by the military commissariats to 
all the Union republics, which forced the Lviv Regional Council to resort to solving 
the “military issue” and to begin a dialogue with the Carpathian Military District. 

The peculiarities of the Ukrainian SSR legislation in the military sphere were 
characterized, the range of the most important decisions of the Lviv Regional Council 
regarding the draftees was defined, implementation and consistency of these decisions 
with the republican legislation was analyzed. The important role of the Lviv Regional 
Council was emphasized, which in the face of confrontation with the Communist 
Party of Ukraine (CPU) tried to solve numerous problems of Ukrainian servicemen 
and establish public control over the military sphere. 

The successes and failures of the Lviv Regional Council were examined during 
the attempt to transform the composition of the regional commission on the 
recruitment of draftees and to introduce representatives of the executive committee 
and authoritative non-governmental organizations into it. It was noted that the 
command of the Carpathian Military District voiced their dissatisfaction with the fact 
that local governments often make decisions that contradict the Federal Constitution 
and ignore the interests of military personnel from Lviv region.  

It was proved that the main point of the decisions of the Lviv Regional Council 
was directed at solving the conflict situations that arose during the military service of 
the people from Lviv region. The concrete evidence was provided confirming the fact 
that the unresolved “military issue” caused the society's indignation was aggravating 
the relations of the national democratic forces and the Communist Party of Ukraine, 
as well as provoking civil disobedience actions in the region. 

Keywords: Lviv Regional Council, normative legal acts, Soviet army, call-up 
commission, servicemen. 
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Piekh Natalia  

RCHITECTURAL CHANGES OF ZHOVKVA CASTLE DURING THE 
TIMES OF JAN SOBIESKI 

 

In this article the history of architectural transformations that took place in 
Zhovkva castle during the management of Yan Sobieski is traced. In particular, the 
state of the investigated object in the given of historical period is characterized on the 
basis of already known primary sources – plans, inventory descriptions, financial 
books and other written materials, as well as the whole spectrum of scientific 
developments on this issue of domestic and foreign science. An attempt was made to 
reconstruct the appearance of the castle in the complex with the data of archaeological 
and architectural research, as a result of which the chronology and the list of works, as 
well as the names of the masters involved in the process of the reconstruction of the 
Zhovkva castle in the times of Jan Sobieski, were specified in detail. This study made 
it possible to distinguish several main periods of castle modification in the given 
chronological framework: the pre-royal period, which was characterized by minor 
changes; early royal – perestroika, which were occasional; the late royal period is the 
cardinal transformation of a well-fortified castle into a lush Baroque residence. 

The key place in these processes of modification of the object under study was 
the artistic tastes of Jan III Sobski, the level of education, as well as the change in the 
socio-legal  status  of  the  host.  Just  after  his  accession  to  the  throne  of  the  
Rzeczpospolita, the castle of Zhovkva has become key, being one of the king's main 
residences, which in turn prompted him to change his appearance with bringing to the 
best European models. 

In particular, the article identifies the major transformations in the palace building 
with adjacent towers, defines the list of interior finishing works, establishes the 
probable time for the construction of large parade stairs, outlines a complex of works 
for the construction of the castle arsenal, laying and arrangement of the park. 

Keywords: Zhovkva, castle, palace building, park, arsenal. 
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Terskyj S. 
EASTERN CARPATHIAN REGION’ DEFENSE CONSTRUCTION IN 

THE SECOND HALF OF THE 13TH - 14TH CENTURIES: ON THE 
BACKGROUND OF THE MILITARY-POLITICAL SITUATION 

 
The second half of the 13th - 14th centuries - a little studied period in the military 

history of the Galicia-Volyn lands. In addition to the paucity of written sources, 
various political “stamps” have hindered his fruitful study of other methods for a long 
time. They also influenced the archeological science of the period. Only large-scale 
studies of the time layers with bright chronological markers (mainly imported items), 
conducted by the author in the 1990s at the main centers of the Galicia-Volyn state of 
this period - Volodymyr, Lutches’k, Lviv, and Peresopnytsia antiquities so-called Of 
the post-Mongol period, but also to find out a number of features of socio-political 
development of Ukrainian lands in the run-up to the loss of statehood. It is found that 
this chronological scale also allows to date the mass appearance of fortifications in the 
foothills of the Eastern Carpathian region in the period XIII-XIV centuries. 

It was during this period that the activity of the Grand Duchy authorities on the 
development of the foothills was active, which led to significant changes in the 
settlement. The construction of a fortification network in the newly conquered 
territories had its own peculiarities. It took place under conditions of aggravation of 
the military-political situation around the Galicia-Volyn state at this time. A 
characteristic feature of the defensive construction of the Eastern Carpathian region 
during this period was the widespread involvement of the most modern fortification 
techniques, which took place against the background of the deepening of military 
contacts in the Central European region. These were special forms of rock-timber 
construction that made the fortresses inaccessible even to experienced Mongol troops. 

Keywords: fortification network, defense construction, military-political situation, 
Grand Duchy power, Galicia-Volyn state. 
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Demianiuk O.  
STAY  OF  THE  8th ARMY OF THE SOUTHWESTERN FRONT IN 

VOLYN REGION DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
 
The article deals with a number of issues related to the circumstances, conditions 

and  peculiarities  of  the  stay  of  the  8th Army of the Russian Empire in the South-
Western Front in Volyn region (hubernia) during the First World War. The 
participation of units of the 8th Army in the combat actions that took place on the 
territory of Volyn region during the military confrontation of the European militant 
blocs is outlined. The author investigated and analyzed the facts of combat clashes of 
the army’s units with the units of German and Austro-Hungarian armies which have 
occurred in the conditions of active fighting (Lutsk (Brusylovskyi) breakthrough, 
Kovel offensive operations) and permanent war. Non-combat peculiarities of life of 
the personnel of the army’s units (loss of discipline, decrease of fighting capacity, 
desertion, etc.) in the investigated period are shown fragmentary. The author found 
that  the presence of the 8th Army of the Southwestern Front had a certain impact on 
the socio-economic and, in the spring of 1917, on the socio-political development of 
Volyn region. 

After working on research materials, the author established that there has been no 
comprehensive study of the selected problem by scholars. When describing a general 
picture of the combat actions during the First World War at the theater of the South-
Western Front, domestic scientists studied some aspects of the course of hostilities, 
military-political events and the situation in the front-line districts (povity). These and 
other factors determine the expediency of scientific discourse about the location of 
units of the 8th Army on the territory of Volyn. 

The reviewed sources prove that the 8th Army was on the territory of Volyn from 
July 1915 to August 1917. During this period, army personnel participated in military 
operations carried out within the South-Western Front. 

Keywords: 8th Russian Army, South-Western Front, First World War, Volyn 
region (hubernia), combat actions. 
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Gulay V.V., Dmytryshyn N. M. 
CITY OF LVIV IN JULY 1944 IN STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE PLANS AND 

HOSTILITIES OF THE RED ARMY AND THE KRAJOVA ARMY AGAINST 
THE WEHRMACHT 

 
The proposed topic is considered relevant in the scientific-theoretical and 

historical-applied aspects, allowing through a critical analysis of previous 
historiography and modified to modern realities of neo-Soviet myths. 

Subjects of military-political importance and symbolic place of Lviv in the course 
of hostilities at the final stage of the Second World War, for objective reasons, only 
now becomes the subject of complex scientific studies, without the influence of 
previous ideologization, and often falsification of historical facts. 

This article is an attempt to solve the scientific problems posed in the previous 
publications of the authors, with the involvement of new historiography of national 
and foreign origin. 

The basis of the work is a set of general historical and specially historical 
methods of scientific research on the principles of historicism, objectivity, 
alternativity. 

According to this goal, the following research results were solved. The military 
situation around the city of Lviv as an important administrative, political and transport 
center of the Galychyna district of the General Governorate in the plans and combat 
operations  of  the  Soviet  Red  Army,  the  Polish  Krajova  Army  and  the  German  
Wehrmacht in the summer of 1944 is analyzed. The chronology and nature of the 
battles for the capture of the Red Army by Lviv and the armed underground of the 
Polish state in exile are shown.  

The conclusions of the study can be considered valuable for further scientific 
studies and use in educational activities, community outreach and educational work. 

Keywords: Lviv, fighting, Red Army, Krajova Army, Wehrmacht. 
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Trofymovych V., Antoniuk Y. 
ANTI-NAZI ACTIVITY OF THE SB OUN(B) (1941-1944) 
 

The act of restoration of the Ukrainian state on June 30, 1941, in Lviv became the 
turning point in the relationship between «banderivtsi» and Germans. The Nazis 
reacted  to  it  with  the  repression  of  the  OUN  members  and  putting  a  halt  to  the  
numerous institutions established by the OUN. Without any opportunity to openly 
oppose the enemy, the SB OUN had been extending its network, leading staff 
trainings and acquiring agent positions in the occupation administration. The SB 
employees achieved a particularly significant success in the last mentioned activity. 

In the autumn of 1942, the coercive actions of taking the «Reichskommissariat 
Ukraine»  territory’s  population  for  a  forced  labor  in  Germany  began.  The  SB OUN 
tried to prevent it: they warned, provided documents and helped the Ukrainians to 
become the underground members. At the same time, the SB members had been 
releasing the OUN underground leaders arrested by the Germans from the prisons, as 
well as accumulating weapons. 

In the spring of 1943, the SB participated in the operation of helping the 
Ukrainian police in Volyn and Polissya to go underground. They ensured the secrecy 
of the preparational work. With the help of their agents they created an appropriate 
atmosphere in the police environment. They sought for the most suitable moment and 
put pressure on policemen who did not want to go underground. 

Immediately after that, the SB boivkas joined the armed struggle against the 
Germans. Their main tasks were to carry out sabotage on strategic enemy objects:  
they destructed the telephone and telegraph communication lines, bridges and 
railways. They ambushed the German cars and small military groups. The 
underground members executed some part of the captives right away, the other part 
they recruited to the insurgent detachments, and all the others were disarmed and 
released. The SB counter-intelligence focused on preventing the German agents from 
penetrating into their insurgent divisions. The detected spies were interrogated and 
executed. Sometimes those executions were exemplary cruel. 

Moreover, the SB detected and executed the German agents among officers of the 
occupation administration, clergy and members of the legal Ukrainian organizations. 
The military field gendarmerie (VPZh) investigated all cases of failures in battles with 
the Germans. The underground commanders who committed gross misconduct could 
have been accused of deliberate harm in favor of the Germans. 

To a large extent, the SB struggle against the Poles had an anti-German character, 
due to the fact, that the Poles replaced the Ukrainian police and carried out punitive 
operations against the the people who were the OUN supporters. 

On the General Government territory, the SB detected the Gestapo agents among 
the OUN leaders, tried to disrupt recruitment of the Ukrainians to the SS «Galicia»  
division, as well as to interrupt the departure of the population to Germany for the 
forced labor. In the autumn of 1943, the SB fight against the Germans spread even to 
the southern and eastern regions of Ukraine. 

At the end of 1943 – early 1944, the SB agents ventured to perform attacks on the 
German cells in the district centers. Their purpose was to seize material resources, 
weapons and ammunition. 

The negotiations with the German allies (Hungarians, Romanians, Lithuanians 
and others) were held on the neutrality and the exchange of weapons for products. 
Simultaneously, any contacts with the Germans were strictly forbidden, and violators 
of that prohibition were severely punished. 

Keywords:  the  SB  OUN,  the  Gestapo,  the  Nazis,  Germans,  auxiliary  police,  
agents network, occupation administration, Poles, allies, Hungarians. 
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Burakov Yuriy 
THE MILITARY POLITICAL COOPERATION OF UKRAINE WITH 

NORTH ATLANTIC ALLIANCE AT THE CURRENT STAGE 
 
The basic aspects of military-political cooperation between Poland and the Baltic 

states with Ukraine are analyzed at the present historical stage. It is emphasized that 
the unexpected attack of the Russian Federation on Ukraine at the end of February 
2014, the annexation of the Crimea, and then the seizure of the territories of the 
eastern regions of the Donbass have become a powerful impetus for the military-
political cooperation of the Baltic region states against the threat of the Kremlin 
aggression spreading across Eastern Europe military-political bloc. It is noted that the 
movement of Ukraine to the EU and NATO is important for the formation of a new 
system of international relations, which should replace the broken aggression of the 
Russian Federation in 2014, the existing system of world security. It is concluded that 
it is important for Ukraine to study the experience of Poland and the three former 
Baltic republics in integrating with the European institutions and the North Atlantic 
Alliance. 

Today, the guaranteeing of collective security has again become an urgent task of 
the military-political bloc of the participating States. In particular, the Alliance's 
member states, which were previously part of the so-called "socialist camp," were 
active in restoring this concept. Eastern European countries are ready to deploy US 
military bases on their territory, which will greatly enhance security in the region.  It 
is concluded that Ukraine's movement to the EU and NATO is of great importance for 
the formation of a new system of international relations. It is important for Ukraine to 
study the experience of European integration of the former Warsaw Pact countries, 
which, after decommunization, have declared their intention to develop close 
cooperation with the European institutions. 

Keywords: Ukraine - NATO, military cooperation, Russian-Ukrainian war. 
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Zadunaiskyi V. 
MILITARY TRICKS OF THE KUBAN COSSACKS DURING THE ANTI-

BOLSHEVIK UPRISING IN THE BATALPASHIN DISTRICT IN THE 
SUMMER OF 1918, ACCORDING TO THE MEMORIES OF A.G. SHKURO 

 
An important component of the military art are stratagems or military tricks. 

Cossack formations also actively used this military tool. An example of this was the 
Cossack uprising in the North Caucasus (the uprising of the Kuban Cossacks) against 
the Bolshevik regime in the summer of 1918 under the command of A.G. Shkuro. 
Then the Cossack rebels won many victories over the Red Army troops. Important 
role in this was played by the proper use of military tricks (strategem). The author of 
this article found 17 stratagems (military tricks). Among them, the Cossacks most 
often used 5: Intelligence; Hiding plans and status of troops; An unexpected attack; 
Demoralization of enemy troops; Capture of military prey. The reason for the 
successful use of military tricks was the specific priorities of the rebel-guerrilla 
actions of the Kuban Cossacks in this mountain and forest region. Of great importance 
was the style of command thinking of A.G. Shkuro, formed during the First World 
War (he created and led the best Cossack detachment that conducted special 
operations in the rear of the enemy). The military heritage of the ancestors of the 
Kuban Cossacks - Zaporizhzhya Cossacks, also played an important role. It was based 
on the naturalness, flexibility and effectiveness of the warrior and the whole 
detachment in battle. The author discovered and formulated military tricks (strategies) 
on the basis of previous scientific publications on the military art of the Zaporizhzhya 
Cossacks in 1621 (under the command of Hetman Peter Sahaidachny) and 1649 
(under the command of Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytsky). The military tricks of the 
Cossack rebels revealed the versatility and originality of their military arts. 

Keywords: Military art, military tricks, stratagems, Kuban Cossacks, A.G.Shkuro, 
1918, uprising. 
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Pytlovana Liliia 
USA AND NORTH STREAM-2 IN MODERN POLITICAL CARTOONS 
 
The article describes the features of representation of the US policy as to the 

building of the North Stream-2 gas pipeline in modern political cartoons. The US 
position as to the project is looked in several contexts: the USA and Russian 
competition on the European and Ukrainian gas markets, a global confrontation 
between both countries; security of EU and NATO countries, especially Germany, 
from Russia's energy and political pressure. The following main arguments in the US 
administration rhetoric against the Nord Stream-2 are highlighted: the pipeline 
disintegrates the European Union; opposes the interests of the countries of Western 
and Eastern Europe; causes a split within the NATO countries; makes Germany an 
energy hostage of the Kremlin; causes the environmental risks; is an instrument of 
Russia's hybrid war against Western countries and Ukrainian. The author traces the 
diplomatic attempts are being made by the United States for preventing the building 
of Nord Stream-2, US' lobbing for amendments to the EU Gas Directive, the system 
of American sanctions against both Russia and Gazprom's European business partners. 

The analyzed political cartoons focus on the negative attitude of the United States 
to the Nord Stream-2 as an instrument of increasing Russia's political influence on 
European countries. They also demonstrate the threat of loss of energy independence 
by Germany. The cartoonists often explain the American opposition to the Nord 
Stream-2 project by the struggle of the US and Russia for European gas markets. The 
most frequent personages of the cartoons are the President of the USA Donald Trump, 
the President of Russia Vladimir Putin, and German Chancellor Angela Merkel. The 
cartoons contain little symbolism, allegories, metaphors and do not need the searching 
of hidden contents. As usual, they are very straight, unambiguous in interpretation, 
clearly tied with the political context and current situation. 

Keywords: cartoon, North Stream-2, pipeline, USA.
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Prohovnyk Pavlo 
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY COOPERATION OF THE ARMED 

FORCES OF UKRAINE (ON THE EXAMPLE OF A MILITARY UNION 
«LITPOLUKRBRIG» ) 

 
The article scrutinizes the history of creation and activity of a joint military unit - 

the Lithuanian-Polish-Ukrainian brigade named after Prince Kostiantyn Ivanovych 
Ostrozkyi (LitPolUkrbrig). The causes of LitPolUkrbrig's emergence are analyzed; 
the main one was the threat of the Russian Federation’s aggression. The attack of 
Ukraine by the Russian armed forces at the end of February 2014, the annexation of 
the Crimea and the occupation of part of the Donbass significantly worsened the 
security situation in Eastern Europe. In the face of the Russian expansion’s threat, two 
NATO members Lithuania and Poland, together with Ukraine, set up a capable joint 
military brigade as an example of interaction of military powers of the three 
neighboring states. The purpose of the brigade is an increase of the level of mutual 
trust and cooperation between the countries, as well as the security situation improvement 
in the region, a spread and implementation of modern approaches (standards) for the 
planning,  a  provision  and  use  of  troops  (forces)  in  the  overall  system of  the  armed  
forces’ training, a maintenance of a high level of combat readiness of national 
formations. The state of combat training of LitPolUkrbrig is analyzed, with special 
attention paid to conducting international military exercises. It is emphasized that in 
the course of international military exercises, Ukrainian soldiers study and adapt 
NATO standards of readiness for their own needs. For officers and soldiers of Poland 
and Lithuania, the experience of war with the Russian aggressor, which is shared by 
Ukrainian soldiers with their counterparts in arms, is invaluable. The conclusion infers 
the prospects for the unification of the military efforts of Ukraine and Eastern 
European countries in the face of the aggression threat from Putin's Russia. 

Keywords: LitPolUkrbrig, Lithuanian-Polish-Ukrainian Brigade named after 
Prince Ostrozkyi, Russian-Ukrainian war, European security, international military 
exercises, international military cooperation. 
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Strelchuk L.  
THE WARS OF MONUMENTS IN MODERN UKRAINIAN-POLISH 

RELATIONS: AN ELEVATION OF THE PAST OR POLITIZATION OF 
HISTORICAL MEMORY? 

 
Contemporary Ukrainian-Polish relations bear the burden of the past, which is 

manifested by the controversy surrounding the complex historical past, the shared 
tragic historical pages. 

The article examines contemporary Ukrainian-Polish interstate and international 
relations through the prism of controversy over complex issues of common history 
that have spilled over into recent decades into so-called "grave wars" or "monuments 
wars". It has been proved that this state of affairs is the result of the implementation of 
a rather different, historical memory policy pursued by the Republic of Poland and 
Ukraine. The events of a relatively recent past, such as the Second World War, are a 
rather traumatic historical memory for both societies and are therefore most often used 
as a means of political manipulation. 

With the coming to power of the Right and Just Party party in Poland, the agenda 
of revising history, returning to the attempts previously tried to influence the 
transformation of the historical memory of Polish society, as evidenced by the return 
to the discussions around the Volyn tragedy, is on the agenda. recalculation of the 
number of victims of the Ukrainian-Polish confrontation during the Second World 
War, manipulation and overestimation of the numbers of Polish victims of the 
conflict. 

The facts cited pointlessly demonstrate that the current Ukrainian-Polish 
controversy is the result of all the same old problems, however, with new faces. The 
author sees this "new face" in the manifestation of hypertrophied and distorted 
nationalism, which the modern political elite of Poland took as a conceptual doctrine 
in shaping the state policy of national memory. 

Keywords: historical memory, war of monuments, Ukraine, Republic of Poland, 
memory politics, super-rivers, history. 
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GUNS OF THE 14-18th CENTURIES IN THE MODERN MUSEUM 
EXPOSITION 

Rapid information development of society requires new approaches to the 
exposition of artillery of the 14-18th centuries in Ukrainian museums. The article 
analyses a number of problematic issues that arise when exposing cannons of the 14-
18th centuries and suggests possible solutions. It considers some problems of cleaning 
and taking care of cannons depending on their material and condition. The possible 
ways to fill the exhibition using the latest technologies to create an interactive 
exhibition and integrate the history of artillery in the modern information space were 
suggested in the article.  

Keywords: guns of the 14-18th centuries, exposing weapon, military history 
museum, exposition, interactive exposition.  

 
Relevance of the problem. The historical circumstances of the 

development of the study of weapons as a science in Ukraine have 
become one of the reasons for the gaps in the content and construction 
of museum weapon expositions. The body of scientific literature in the 
field of artillery research accumulated over the past decade makes it 
possible to fill these gaps. Rapid information development of society 
and the growth of interest in military history demand new approaches 
to the exposition of artillery of the 14-18th centuries in Ukrainian 
museums. Pieces of artillery of the 14-18th centuries bear artistic, 
historical, ethnographic, cultural, antique and scientific value and are 
subject to preservation and protection according to the current 
legislation of Ukraine that also puts the corresponding requirements to 
their preservation and exposition.  

The  purpose  of  the  article  is  to  analyze  some  problematic  issues  
that arise today in museums when exposing and storing cannons of the 
14-18th centuries and to find possible solutions.  

Presentation of the main material. The study of weapons as a 
science did not develop in the Soviet period of history of Ukraine 
                                                             

, ,  
 

, . . 
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because of the influence, or even pressure, of political factors. A small 
number of works of Ukrainian scientists of that period were published 
only due to the enthusiasm and efforts of their authors , 
1958: 99-118; , 1978: 78; , 1969: 222). At best, 
the weapons were studied as archaeological material. There are no 
complex scientific works on the history of artillery of the Ukrainian 
lands of this period. Foreign scientific literature, which could at least 
partially fill the gaps in knowledge of the history of the development 
of artillery as a weapon was not available. The ideological focus of 
Soviet works on this topic created a distorted historical picture of the 
artillery development in Ukraine. This state of affairs was reflected in 
museum expositions, which should be based on professional scientific 
research. As a result, there often occurred significant errors in 
attribution of cannons or absolutely incorrect identifications of their 
nature and type, time frame, geographical origin, their owners, which 
caused further errors as a consequence. All this made museum 
expositions historically meaningless, "dead" for an observer, pseudo-
scientific. And, unfortunately, we state a certain prevalence of this 
phenomenon even today.  

The establishment of the study of weapons as a science in Ukraine 
occurs at the present stage of accumulation of the Ukrainian military 
and historical historiography. This process is reflected in the growth in 
the number and quality of scientific papers, international scientific 
conferences and seminars, the presence of a permanent platform for 
discussion on the Internet, the introduction of relevant disciplines in 
the  educational  process.  This  creates  a  brand  new  basis  for  the  
construction of museum weapon exhibitions and creation of their content.  

The rapid development of information technology requires 
museums to take a brand new approach to the artillery exposition. In 
the twentieth century an observer had to visit a museum exhibition to 
learn about it, but now, in the twenty-first century, it is possible to see 
an exhibition from home by using the Internet. This poses new 
challenges to the museum and opens up new areas of work. The task is 
to fill the site with information that will satisfy the needs not only of 
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amateurs, who are interested in the history of artillery, but also 
professional  researchers.  It  would  be  expedient  to  post  on  the  site  a  
standard form for each cannon, which would contain basic 
information about its type, material and method of production, date or 
time frame  of production, region of origin, specification of the main 
metric measurements of the gun barrel. If possible, information about 
the author of the cannon, its owner and events it has participated in 
should also be included. Photos should clearly reflect the 
architectonics and design features of the gun barrel of the cannon and, 
if available, the epigraphy and ornament. It is possible to use graphic 
images-blueprints, which significantly expand the content of the site 
for a professional researcher. Such an electronic catalog should 
become the calling card of the active exhibition, reflecting its content 
as favorably as possible, encouraging to visit the museum 

, 2017: 25-30).  
Attractiveness and magnetism are two important qualities of an 

item of the museum exposition , 2005: 357-358). In our 
opinion, to obtain these characteristics in the exhibition, the item must 
be successfully presented to an observer. Preparation of a cannon of 
the 14-18th centuries for exposure requires procedures to align the gun 
barrel of the cannon properly.  

If the cannon is archaeological material, then there is a need of 
professional cleaning, which can be carried out by the restorer who 
can professionally preserve and conserve the gun barrel. 
Unprofessional cleaning, at best, will not bring the desired result, and, 
at worst, will have irreparable consequences like mechanical and 
chemical damage to the cannon, which will not only lead to its 
unappealing appearance, but also to its destruction. A professional 
restorer  should also decide if  there is  a  need to coat  the cannon with 
tannin to preserve its gun barrel. This problem has many aspects, so 
we will leave it for a separate article. 

A problem of unprofessional cleaning from household dust and 
other dirt or even ignoring the cleaning is quite common. Meanwhile, 
each cannon requires an individual approach depending on the 
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material of production, state of preservation and contamination. In 
general, it is very important to protect the exposed cannon from 
corrosion and other possible damage, which requires the 
implementation of preventive measures. 

Artillery of the 14-18th centuries, though not in use today, still 
remains a weapon, and therefore requires appropriate cleaning. To 
take  care  of  iron  and  cast-iron  cannons  one  must  use  special  care  
products-gun oils that protect the barrel from moisture, thereby 
creating corrosion protection and giving it a presentable appearance in 
the exhibition. One should begin cleaning by cleaning the bore. For 
this  purpose  it  is  necessary  to  use  the  rag  on  the  ramrod  fitting  the  
bore size. The rag needs to be soaked in alkaline grease beforehand. 
After that one needs to clean the cannon with a hard pile brush, soaked 
in alkaline oil and then wipe it dry with a cloth. After cleaning the 
bore, it is necessary to proceed to cleaning of the outer surface of the 
cannon and wipe it with a cloth soaked in alkaline oil. If necessary, a 
soft pile brush can be used. After the cleaning procedure, a thin layer 
of gun oil  must be spread over the barrel (Sauer 101.  

, 2013: 27). 
When choosing a gun oil for coating, it is necessary to take into 

account the conditions of the environment where the gun will be 
located. For outdoor exposition, it is expedient to use preservative oil 
with revitalizant, which provides protection at low temperature 
conditions of the environment (up to -60° C). If the exhibit is indoors 
and there are no abrupt temperature fluctuations, then it is alright to 
use any available neutral gun oil. For large-caliber cast-iron cannons it 
is expedient to coat the barrel with a thin layer of gun grease. 

To coat the gun barrel, one must not use products not intended for 
the weapon care. Those products may dry unevenly, shrink, drain or 
become an adhesive film for build-up of dust and other contamination 
that will not look appealing and will create additional need for 
cleaning. A cannon of the 14-18th centuries is a piece of the art of 
weapons of the past centuries, which a priori puts certain requirements 
for taking care of it. It is absolutely unacceptable to use acrylic, vinyl, 
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latex or silicate paints or other household or industrial materials to 
coat the gun barrel. We believe that such actions not only lead to not 
appealing appearance, but also contradict the law of Ukraine "Law on 
Museums and Museum Business"  

 « »  1709-VI  05.11.2009). 
It is important not only to protect the cannon from corrosion, but also 
to preserve its original appearance. We emphasize the need of 
periodical decontamination during the exposition, especially if the 
exhibition is long-term. 

Bronze artillery of the 14-18th centuries requires the 
implementation of other care measures. The particularities of cleaning 
of bronze cannons derive from the properties of the production 
material. The presence of copper in the bronze alloy causes a natural 
emergence of patina on the cannon. Patina which covers a cannon can 
be noble or wild. Patina is called noble when it has enamel shine and 
hardness and accurately repeats  the contours  of  the item. It  comes in 
various shades, from light blue and green to reddish, brown and 
sometimes almost black. The color and the structure of the patina 
depend on the bronze alloy and the storage conditions of the cannon, 
and, therefore, on the impact of different factors on the gun barrel. 
There is no need to clear the cannon from the noble patina as this 
coating gives the bronze an exquisite look and is a natural protective 
material.  The  patina  that  coats  the  metal  by  "getting  into  it"  and  
destroying its structure is called wild. It usually occurs when the 
cannon has been in the ground for a long time. In order to clear the 
gun barrel from the wild patina, it is necessary to turn to a proficient 
restorer instead of dealing with this phenomenon on one's own. 

, 1935: 46-57).  
It  is  quite  common to apply the artificial  patina to bronze objects  

to give them a more "attractive" appearance. Such procedures are 
considered inappropriate. 

Bronze gun barrels were more expensive, more reliable in a battle, 
gave their owners a higher status, and often acquired shapes of artistic 
works of foundry art. The owners, trying to perpetuate their names and 
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valors. left some monograms, coats of arms, and oaths on them. Such 
cannons became collectibles back in the era of their suitability in 
combat  2015: 188). When constructing an exhibition, it is 
necessary  to  inform  an  observer  as  much  as  possible  about  the  
epigraphy, markings, coats of arms, the content of inscriptions, etc, 
represented on the gun barrel. This will portray a specific gun as a 
"participant" of various historical events and personalize the object.  

The cannons of the 14-18th centuries are the representatives of 
weapon  and  blacksmith  craft  as  well  as  foundry  art,  that  reflect  the  
culture of application and technical development of weapons in a 
particular region and enable a researcher to track the technological 
level of production and the skills of gunsmiths. Because of the 
inscriptions, oaths, coats of arms or images on the gun barrel, the 
cannon often reflected its owner's worldview, which makes it an 
informative source of scientific research. 

To get the observer greatly interested in the history of the 
development of the artillery, it is important to give some historical 
context to the exhibited cannons. When creating an exposition, it is 
advisable to divide the exhibits into chronological and typological 
groups  2005: 368).  

When constructing the exposition, the question arises: how to 
demonstrate a cannon to the observer in the best way? Each type of 
the artillery of the 14-18th centuries had its own specific purpose, and, 
thus, its own means of application. Devices for firing and 
transportation were an integral part of this type of weapons. 
Unfortunately, depending on the type and historical period, not all 
wooden gun stocks, gun carriages, open horse-drawn carriages, 
tripods, etc., have been preserved to the present day. Of course, the 
best option is to expose the cannon on its "native" carriage – on a 
stock or on an open horse-drawn carriage, etc.). An alternative way is 
to reconstruct this component paying attention to the type of the gun 
barrel and the historical period of the origin of the cannon . This 
practice is quite common in many museums around the world 

,  2016: 97-110). This creates a "complete picture" 
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and gives the observer the most comprehensive understanding of what 
the cannon looked like when it was used. We emphasize the fact that 
the reconstruction must be scientifically sound. 

A possible solution to the problem is to use stands during the 
exposition of the cannon. In our opinion, it is important not to 
highlight this technical detail of the exposition. A neutral color that 
does not draw the attention of the observer will be appropriate. The 
size of the stand has to be compliant with the size of the gun barrel, so 
that it firmly supports the cannon and does not stand out. The material 
for the production ought to be chosen depending on the size and 
weight of the cannon – wood or metal, besides, it is necessary to take 
into account where exactly the cannon will be exhibited – indoors or 
outdoors.  

Essential attributes of the artillery of the 14-18th centuries in the 
historical period of its use were charges for firing, such as stone, iron 
or lead round shots, bombs, charged particles, etc., gun powder, 
linstocks, quadrants, pritchels, and other items for the cannon use. If 
such  items  are  available  in  the  holdings  of  the  museum,  it  would  be  
optimal to use them to create a holistic image of the exhibited cannon.  

As one of the possible options of the information supplement of 
the exhibition, we suggest placing a full-scale model or an image of a 
sectional  view  of  a  charged  powder  chamber  that  will  allow  the  
observer to see what is inside. During the construction of the 
exposition it will be expedient to acquaint the visitor with the tactical 
and technical characteristics of the cannon. To do this, one can use 
both traditional means, such as labeling, as well as modern ones, for 
example, multimedia boards with demonstration of videos, QR codes.  

The challenges that museums face in the era of the information 
society, create new requirements for the demonstration of weapons 
where new technologies should be applied, which will integrate the 
museum exhibition of the ancient artillery into the present. To achieve 
this goal, it is possible to use 3D-printed models of cannons, which the 
observer will be able to "charge", and try to" attach them to firing" 
(Verkhoturova 2016: 45-47). Such interactivity of the cannon will 
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contribute to the understanding of the use of the artillery in the 14-
18th centuries, significantly increasing the level of content of the 
exhibition and popularizing it.  

It would be also expedient to conduct a virtual demonstration of 
artillery of the 14-18th centuries that was used during firing. 3D 
scanning will create a virtual model of the exposed cannon while the 
corresponding software will reproduce the process of charging and 
firing the cannon. This will contribute to the interest of the observer, 
form an understanding of the historical development of the artillery as 
a  weapon that  has become a powerful  force on the battlefield in one 
century. It should be noted that such a virtual reconstruction ought to 
be based on scientific research and correspond to historical realities in 
order to supply a visitor with truthful information. 

A quite common practice in the Ukrainian museums today is the 
use of copies and replicas of gun barrels, produced nowadays in the 
style of "antiquity". We consider it expedient to indicate the fact that 
such exhibits are not original. And, again, it would be worthy of 
telling the observer what historical facts and sources were used by the 
authors of the idea to popularize the artillery of the past. Not to 
mention the historical justification for the appearance of such an 
exposition  in  the  premises  of  the  castle,  the  palace  or  the  fortress.  It  
should be mentioned that the appearance of such cannon "copies" is 
not a new phenomenon and traces its roots back to the 19th century. 

 2009: 165-168). We emphasize the need to inform the 
observer about the origin of such an item in the exhibition with an 
indication of the time of the production.  

One of the important indicators of the development of the state is 
the level of technical development of its weapons. An important 
indicator of the cultural development of the nation is the attitude to its 
historical  past,  the  ability  to  respect  and  praise  it.  The  history  of  
weapons and material culture is one of the most important forms 
which clearly demonstrates the roots of the state-shaping processes 
and the greatness of the country, and is an essential factor that shapes 
the national consciousness. The history of artillery of the 14-18th 
centuries is a history of great victories and crushing defeats of 
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outstanding commanders and their armies. Artillery is the god of war 
on the battlefield. Building a museum exposition one has to 
demonstrate the artillery of the 14-18th centuries as a weapon which 
became the driving force for fundamental changes not only in the tactics 
and strategy of warfare, but which also contributed to the significant 
development of fortifications. Demonstrating pieces of artillery it is 
crucial to try to transfer its greatness as a powerful weapon of its time. 

The task of modern Ukrainian museums is a professional 
reflection of the history of artillery development in Ukraine. 

Conclusions. Analysis of the state of the cannons in the Ukrainian 
museums has showed that there is a number of problematic issues that 
need to be addressed. Usually, exhibitions of the artillery are long-
term, sometimes expositions remain unchanged for decades, not 
giving a visitor new scientific knowledge which has been accumulated 
since its creation. Over the past decade, the modern Ukrainian study of 
weapons  has  developed  a  sufficient  scientific  base,  which  creates  a  
brand new basis for the content of exhibitions of weapons in 
museums. The article contains recommendations on the content of the 
exhibition. This article also offers the possible ways of the technical 
solution to present the visitor with the information about the cannons 
of the 14-18th centuries with the help of the latest technologies 
applied by the European museums. 

In connection with the duration of expositions of the artillery of 
the 14-18th centuries, there are other issues that need to be addressed. 
Cannons, like all firearms, need periodic cleaning from household 
pollution. It is important to distinguish between the concept of 
restoration, which can be carried out only by a professional restorer, 
and the concept of cleaning – a procedure that can be carried out by a 
museum worker. The paper deals with the problems of taking care of 
the cannons and cleaning them from household dirt, depending on the 
material of production and the state of preservation. 
Recommendations have been developed for the procedures that need 
to be carried out in the preparation of the gun barrel for exposure and 
in the process of its implementation.  
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Modern military-historical museums of Ukraine have rich funds 
and should develop in accordance with the standards of the leading 
countries of the world, offering visitors a modern information-filled 
exhibition using new technologies. The problem of preserving and 
exposing of the artillery in museums is multifaceted and requires 
further research for professional solutions to problematic issues.  
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Tkachuk P., Kharuk A. 
CONSTRUCTION OF RIVER FIGHTING SHIPS AT UKRAINIAN 

SHIPYARDS IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE XX CENTURY 
 
Ukraine has a well-developed shipbuilding industry since the XIX century. 

During the time of the Russian Empire and the USSR, its production capacities were 
mainly loaded with the construction of sea-going ships for navy. However, smaller 
ships and boats for river flotillas were being built alongside them. During the first half 
of the XX century there were significant changes in their technical level, primarily 
related to the introduction of internal combustion engines, modern quick-firing 
artillery, armor protection and other innovations. Ukrainian shipyards implemented 
some interesting projects of river ships and boats. 

Construction of river fighting ships at Ukrainian shipyards in the first half of the 
XX century can be divided into two stages. The first one dates back to the First World 
War.  At  that  time  the  involvement  of  Ukrainian  shipyards  in  the  programs  of  river  
naval shipbuilding was sporadic – in fact, it was reduced to the construction of a 
series of small armored boats at the Odessa factory of K. Ravensky. The second stage 
began in 1930 (with the installation of the monitor Udarnyi) and ended in September 
1941 (with the Nazi occupation of Kiev). At that time, the construction of large river 
artillery ships – monitors was consistently being developed at the Leninska Kuznia 
plant in Kyiv. A total of eight such ships were built (including a series of six 
Zhelezniakov units) and three more were destroyed in the unfinished state. 

Monitors built in Kyiv were optimized for action on European rivers – the 
Dnieper and the Danube. Their construction, though, improved with each successive 
project, was far from ideal. First and foremost, it related to armaments: the main guns 
of naval models were not optimal for action on rivers, and anti-aircraft weapons were 
weak and ineffective. Despite this, the monitors built in Kyiv actively participated in 
the German-Soviet war at its initial stage, operating on the Danube, the Dnieper, the 
Black Sea coastal areas and the Azov Sea. 

Keywords: river flotilla, river monitor, armored boat, shipbuilding, shipyard, 
dockyard. 
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Turchak A., Nadraga M. 
NORMATIVE AND LEGAL BASIS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 

DOCUMENTS AND MATERIALS OF THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR 
 
Nowadays there is an urgent need to preserve historical sources to study the 

history of the recent Russian-Ukrainian war, a comprehensive objective study of its 
events, facts and phenomena. The source base for such historical research is extremely 
diverse and presentable. Media, television, radio and press, Internet resources, oral 
history sources and, most importantly, documentary complexes, in particular, office 
work  materials  of  the  military  units  and  units  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  Ukraine  are  
among the major source complexes.  

The article deals with the analysis of the normative and legal basis in the field of 
documents preservation, covering the course of the Russian-Ukrainian war. One of the 
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unique phenomena of social and political life is the media, which is considered as a 
historical source and a subject of the historical process. Internet resources as a 
historical source are the most widely used and available to the public. A significant 
layer of important and unique information is the reconstruction of the events of the 
war in the memories of its participants, in the materials of the interview by the method 
of "oral history". The main type of the documentary complexes that serve as a source 
for the study of the history of the war is the office work materials of the military units 
and the units of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, which are directly involved in the ATO 
and  the  OOF.  One  of  these  types  of  documents  is  a  historical  form  -  a  document,  
which, in particular, reflects the military activity of the military unit, important events, 
a state of combat training, military discipline and other information. Talking about the 
normative and legal basis for the preservation of documents and materials of the 
Russian-Ukrainian war, we note it to be sufficient. However, we should pay attention 
to the formation of a systematic approach in this matter. Taking measures, including 
law-making ones, to consciously and unconsciously avoid the loss of such historical 
sources that contain extremely valuable and sometimes unique factual baggage, is of 
great importance. 

Keywords: Russian-Ukrainian war, normative and legal basis, source base. 
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ELUCIDATION OF RUSSIAN ARMED AGGRESSION ON THE 

TERRITORY OF UKRAINE IN HISTORICAL ONLINE SOURCES 
 

This article offers an analysis of elucidation in historical online sources involving 
the armed aggression of Russian Federation against Ukraine, which started from year 
2014. A characteristic of the online historical sources as means of influence on the 
historical consciousness is given. A small comparison analysis was made on how 
exactly Russian and Ukrainian online sources like web-courses, 3-D tours, scientific 
websites, social networking sites, YouTube and the free Internet encyclopedia 
Wikipedia picture Anti-terrorist Operation and Joint Forces Operation.  

Keywords: Historical online sources, Russian armed aggression against Ukraine, 
Historical consciousness, Anti-Terrorist Operation, Joint Forces Operation.  

 
Description of the problem and its current research status. A big 

range of possibilities which are connected with help of modern online 
technologies causes a rapid grow in using online resources as matters 
of historical online sources of information. That being said, when 
doing the analysis of The World Wide Web as means of collection, 
systemizing and usage of historical information you have to 
acknowledge the fact that historical sources are often used as means of 
influence on conscious perception of reality of different target 
audiences.  In  other  words,  a  certain  factor  is  in  effect  –  a  usage  of  
historical material as means of “soft force” element of the hybrid war 
– the “consciousness affection weapon”. If consciousness affection 
weapon is a technology that allows you to affect one’s consciousness 
(Senchenko, 2014), then we can safely state that one of the most 
effective methods to use this weapon is a system that allows you to 
influence upon the historic consciousness. In case of analysis of the 
historical sources that describe the Russian armed aggression against 
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, . . 
, , , 

 
, . . 
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Ukraine  there  is  a  certain  paradox  -  a  complex  of  all  historical  
platforms that describe the said conflict are by themselves become the 
part of war. 

In a timeline where IT technologies dominate the information in 
general a historian has to get a regular access to modern methods of 
receiving and analyzing historical information. One of said methods 
would be Internet which drastically changed how people communicate 
with each other. If you combine the traits of printed media (text, static 
imagery), radio (audio media), television (audio and video media), 
Internet forms a sort of monolith of all of those aspects combined – a 
multimedia, the new form of representing information as it is 
(Nabytovych, 2012). 

Usage of Internet in historical research increases the heuristic 
potential of said research, improves the possibility of analysis and 
publication of material and information that has to be public – thus 
making electronic storage of information game-changing. Thanks to the 
wide spread of Internet some special parts of historical discipline develop, 
such as electronic archeography and historical computer technologies, 
usage development of electronic versions of historical sources – not just 
text. Electronic archeography (publication of historical sources on 
electronic storages and ensuring possibility of remote access to it) would 
be a best concept to describe the need in modern technology to present 
source historical material to a certain public. 

In our modern info sphere we only start to develop the process of 
building a source base and modernizing the modern information 
sources to be worthy of modern society, which means applying to 
corresponding queries of different type of users – including those that 
don’t have much experience in operating modern IT technologies  
(Kalinichenko, 2015) 

Russian armed aggression against Ukraine is a process that goes 
on in real-time and due to this the information changes. To be frank, 
the history of this event is still being written. On another side, the fact 
of our enemies using the history (including the anti-terrorist operation 
on East of Ukraine, Joint Forces Operation and other elements of 
armed aggression of Russia against Ukraine) as means of consciousness 
affection weapon, which was mentioned previously, doesn’t leave us a 
luxury of waiting until the time this historical event finds its end and 
of the further analysis from the distance of historical study. To 
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effectively fend off the enemy’s influence of one’s consciousness 
actions must be taken as soon as possible and historical online sources 
must be taken as number one priority due to their priorities – simplicity 
of access, wide range of historical material and practical absence of 
territorial borders. 

Goal of the article – a through-out analysis of public portray in 
historical online sources on Russian armed aggression against Ukraine 
and a comparison analysis of picturing facts and events by Russian 
and Ukrainian sides. 

Sources of main material. Classification of historical online sources 
was constructed in A. Peleshchyshyn and T. Bilushchak (Peleshchyshyn 
and Bilushchak, 2016:18). Classification consists of five types of 
historical online sources of information. First one consists of archive 
sources, library’s and museum’s resources which are rendered by 
respective owners and organizations and presented as Internet exhibitions 
or 3D tours. Second group is constructed of websites of Ukrainian 
scientific organizations. Third group is made of Internet sources that 
aren’t connected particularly in their nature but by making a massive 
amount of information form a massive segment of virtual communities 
and social networks. Fourth group includes educative material on the 
Internet – web-encyclopedias and websites. Fifth group is formed of 
Internet journalism. A good example of an Internet exhibition is a 3D tour 
“Following the roads of Donbas” made by the museum of “The Civil 
endeavor of Dnipropetrovs’k in the events of anti-terroristic operation” 
funded by Dnipropetrovs’k’s national historical museum of 
D.I.Yavornitsky (Ways of Donbass, 2019). 

In January 2016 the Dnipropetrovsk regional association of Anti-
terroristic operation veterans initiated creation of a museum’s of 
heroes of anti-terroristic operation. This initiative was supported by 
the local governmental administration with Valentine Rezinchenko. In 
March-May 2016 period according to the project generated by the 
builders under supervision of an artist V.M.Gukaylo main objects and 
equipment was built (Kapustina, 2016). 

On the other side in Russian Federation by National Bolshevik 
party “Other Russia” in 2015, St. Petersburg a similar museum 
appears called “Museum of New Russia”. In 2017 this museum is 
closed  then  in  the  same  year  it  resumes  its  work  under  a  different  
name “Museum of Military Valor of Donbass”. In this museum a 
different approach was taken – a certain clique of illegal armed groups 
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on occupied territories of Donetsk and Lugansk regions (Museum of 
Military Valor of Donbass in St. Petersburg, 2017). A reason of this 
museum’s existence is explained in Russian Mass Media, quoting: 
“Our own hybrid combat is going on for 3 years by our museum – we 
(referring to administration), the museum itself and its assistants. We do 
performances, hold discussions, poetic nights, film nights and delivery of 
humanitarian help. Well, there are those who don’t understand our 
peaceful message. Those people are then referred to rather less talkative 
people in camouflage and Cross of St. Georgeon their chest – you can 
always shake their hands in a new museum” (Erofeev, 2017). 

Websites of most popular Ukrainian scientific organizations offer 
mostly books as sources of scientific material. For example, Mykhailo 
Grushevski Institute of Ukrainian Archeoragphy and Source studies 
recommends you use “Fraternal invasion” book – an analysis of Russian 
aggression against Ukraine from XII century to our time. It covers 
numerous Ukraine-Russia wars, including with the National war of 
Ukrainians for independency which started with invasion of Russian 
Armed Forces (RAF) in Ukraine at February 2014 (Brekhunenko, 
Kovalchuk, Kovalchuk and Korniienko, 2016). 

A huge stock of scientific material on Joint Forces Operations and 
Anti-terroristic operations is presented on the National Defense 
Universities of Ukraine (NDUU) website, for example. A white book of 
anti-terroristic operation on the Eastern part of Ukraine (2014-2016) is a 
good example too – it has a systematic chronology of events and a 
complex image of the role of defensive sector and defense of Ukraine, it’s 
citizens in struggle against Russian aggression on the East of Ukraine in 
2014-2016 and defense of the national integrity and independency of the 
country (Rusnak, 2017). In the catalog of e-books of NDUU there are 
numerous historic graphical materials on the mentioned theme in 
different parts of it. There is an interview on research called 
“Unbreakable” by Valentina Rozumenko (Rozumenko, 2016). In  this  
work the events of anti-terroristic operation are preserved by their direct 
participants – the disabled veterans of anti-terroristic operations which 
paid the price for protection of the integrity and independency of Ukraine. 

An attempt of systematization of events escalation in anti-terroristic 
operation is displayed by the work under the name of “Undeclared war. 
Unknown facts and chronicles of anti-terroristic operation.” (Kalynovska, 
Krishtopa, Nazarenko, Trohymchuk and Fedenko, 2015). 

And on the Russian side websites and other instances offer 
different kind of literature which, as means of historical sources of 
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information, offer distorted image of the events, widely using different 
methods of manipulating one’s perception. Let’s take a rather similar 
book to one of Ukrainian historical source “Tragedy of south-eastern 
Ukraine. White book of crime” which contains accusations towards 
Ukrainian people with little to no confirmation and Ukraine as a 
country itself which are also generously stuffed with hypothetical 
sayings of political figures and untrustworthy description of witnesses 
(Bastrykin, ed, 2015). As mean of realization of information warfare 
there are pseudoanalytical materials posted for the public attention in 
quite a large number. These materials usually focus on emotional 
connotations and primitive propagandist stamps. But even minding 
that you can conclusions out of these sources and they’d be rather 
important – in a work of Shuryhin V.V. “How is war done in Donbas” 
there is an interview of unidentified personalities which collaborate on 
the fact of ARF in Donbas, of course the interview is accompanied 
with propaganda (Shuryhin, 2015). A similar example we find is work 
of B.Rozhyn “War in Ukraine. Day by day.” (Rozhyn, 2015). 

A significant value as a modern type of historical sources nowadays 
present social networking sites which aren’t just “collective propaganda 
agitator” tool but also in role of a brand new historical source. Thanks to 
the saturation of historical messages experts of different planes and 
including historians get access to not just fixation of the event but also 
collection and analysis of routine, memory, photo and video materials, 
stories, jokes, books and etc.. The value of social networking drastically 
increases and because of the full absence of epistolary historical sources. 

Pages of social networking profiles and groups also open up a 
possibility of analysis, including networking connection, speed of 
information spreading, reaction to published information and many more, 
which makes feedback get on the level of classic communication. 

Using this social networking cites make up for a rather unique and 
specific historical source, which unifies almost every type of previously 
known historical sources. 

Profiles of social networking cites give us written sources, spoken 
sources, images, photo documents, video documents, audio documents, 
ethnographical sources and local folklore – almost everything besides 
material sources. With that in mind, not only does it provide written 
sources in numbers bigger than ever before – it also offers a wide variety 
of them, like cartographical sources (maps and plans), statistics, 
activity-based sources, bureaucratic, personal, artistic, scientific and 
historical sources (Yurkova, 2015). 
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One of the most popular and most resourceful sources is social 
networking system called Facebook. Most valuable place judging by 
presence of historical resources on the matter is official page of the press 
center of Anti-Terroristic Operation (in future renamed to official page of 
the press center of Joint Forces Operation) (Joint Forces Operation, 
2019). In current time it is important to outline the fact of a certain tactic 
the enemy uses, fake historical pages, to be exact (Gordonua.com, 2019). 
This tactic is used to avert the focus of a central auditory and further 
publication of needed content. 

Most parts of Ukraine Armed Forces have their official Facebook 
pages which contain valuable historical sources, such as stories of the 
participants, photos, documents, etc. Very important role has an online 
project called “Book of memory to sacrifices for Ukraine” which is also 
publicized in social networking Facebook page. In this actively updated 
source they post the names and information about people who were killed 
in process off Anti-Terroristic Operation and Joint Forces Operation as 
heroes. Also they offer a chronology of most important events of said 
operations. Project was created with support of National military 
historical museum of Ukraine (Memorial book to the fallen for Ukraine). 

It is important to outline a rather effective method of mass 
communication such as video hosting, such as the most popular 
nowadays called “YouTube”. In reality YouTube offers a sort of 
electronic encyclopedia presented in video form. Nowadays all mass 
media using Internet will be in some way presented on YouTube, would 
it be online television, or online press. Even most of literature novelties 
are presented on YouTube, mostly by their respective authors.  YouTube 
is tightly connected to social networking too. Most pages on Facebook 
which contain information about Anti-Terroristic Operation and Joint 
Forces Operation have their own YouTube channels which are used to 
have video chronic of events, analytics, etc. Joint Forces Operation’s 
press center can be used as an example (Joint Forces Operation, 2019). 
Various analytic materials are widely present on YouTube about Anti-
Terroristic  Operation  and  Joint  Forces  Operations.  For  example,  a  
documentary on a battle pass of participants of Anti-Terroristic 
Operations or/and Joint Forces Operations which is presented as series of 
analytical video materials “The Struggle for Ukraine” of television and 
radio studio Breeze (Yurii Bieliakov. Path of the Warrior, 2018). 

When analyzing electronic encyclopedias as historical online sources, 
it is most important to mention an example of Wikipedia. Nowadays, 
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most scientists are rather skeptical towards using it; its usage is limited in 
scientific communities and works. However, it’s mostly used to search 
for information on the topic easily, so they just use the literature given on 
the topic in the end of the article. 

And to mind that Ukrainians usually uses Wikipedia and mostly trusts 
the information publicized on it. The colossal popularity of Wikipedia as 
a source of information is caused by several reasons. High ratings in the 
search engines and open access to the articles, using Internet technologies 
2.0 as means of generating content, user-friendly UI, navigation on 
categories, structuralism and logical placement of information (Onysko 
and Shkodzinsky, 2012:298). 

Everything mentioned previously makes Wikipedia a priority target 
as a tool for modern online hybrid wars. The structure of it is as simple as 
a construction work on a foreign playground, only difference in current 
case is that you want the work to be spray painted with your own opinion. 
As a result of this tactic the information spreads between a focus group 
(and in this  case the focus group is  marginally wider  spread then it  was 
ever before). Usage of Wikipedia as a platform for publication gives an 
opportunity to quickly track down hostile attempts of counter measuring 
the informative influence, using “War of Edits”, and to neutralize them. 
Also this allows you to change the information if needed (Khardel, 2019). 

In Wikipedia there is also a chronic of Anti-Terroristic Operation and 
Joint Forces Operation in an article called “War in Eastern Ukraine”. 
Article gives a detailed rundown on why the conflict started; the 
escalation of events; gives a detailed analysis on military strength of the 
sides; description of reaction in Ukraine, Russia and world overall; gives 
a score and classification of the conflict. The article is well detailed by 
photos, maps and has links to over then 200 sources. There are links for 
some other articles for each important part of the published material, for 
every element, personality and part of the article (War in Eastern 
Ukraine, 2014). Mentioned article called “War in Eastern Ukraine” is a 
part of a cycle of articles called “Hybrid aggression against Ukraine”. 

On the other side, the Russian segment of Wikipedia has a similar 
article which has the same name but in Russian – “Armed Conflict in 
Eastern Ukraine”.  Mentioned article focuses on denying of involvement 
of Russian Federation in the conflict and exists as an attempt to make the 
conflict seem like a civil war (Armed conflict in Eastern Ukraine, 2014). 
For example it ignores the fact of artillery strikes hitting the territory of 
Ukraine from the territory of Russian Federation, which has a detailed 
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analysis on an article in Ukrainian segment of Wikipedia (Russian 
cross-border artillery shelling of Ukraine, 2014) (note that the article 
is absent in Russian segment). Ukrainian segment also offers such an 
article  as  (Russian Military Units which died during the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine (2014), 2014) and (Russian Military Units which 
are held captive due to Russia-Ukraine war (from 2014), 2014) which 
are also absent in the Russian Wikipedia. 

Internet versions of mass media widely illuminate the events of Anti 
Terroristic Operation (Joint Forces Operation). With this in mind, these 
articles have too little actual news covered. With an investigation made 
by Institute of Mass Media which shows that only 7-9% of Ukrainian 
Internet Mass Media covers the events on the east of Ukraine (every 12th 
article). None of the 11 popular Ukrainian internet mass media resources 
publish any investigations on their own on anti-terroristic operation. 
100% of the articles were either copied from previous releases or 
unchecked information from the Internet. 

Monitoring was held by experts from Institute of Mass Media with 
support of Internews Network 23-30 of July 2017. It investigated all news 
about Anti Terroristic Operation zone which were publicized during the 
week by 11 mass media online resources (“Ukrayinska Pravda”;, 
“LIGA.net”, “UNIAN”;“Ukrinform”, “Correspondent.net”, “112.ua”, 
“LB.ua”, “Strana.ua”, “Obozrevatel”, “Censor.net” and “Vesti”). 
Generally it analyzes 548 articles (Holub, 2017). 

Conclusion. Internet  sources are  a  very valuable resource base for  a  
modern historian. The advantages of Internet sources include: easy 
access, wide amount of information, advanced search engines, possibility 
of feedback, analyzing of comments given by different researchers. 
Along with that you need to mind the fact of subjectivity of given 
information and the fact usage of historical information in hybrid war of 
Russian Federation with Ukraine. 
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Kharuk Andrii, Sorokivska-Obikhod Ariadna 
THE PROBLEM OF COVERAGE OF THE RUSSIAN-GEORGIAN WAR 

IN AUGUST 2008 IN THE WESTERN HISTORIOGRAPHY 
 
The article provides a historiographic analysis of Western scientific publications on 

the Russian-Georgian war in August 2008. Given the ongoing Russian aggression in the 
south and east of Ukraine, the study of this war, its causes and consequences, internal 
and external incentives is becoming increasingly important.  

The relevance of the article is to identify the features of the Western view regarding 
the causes and prerequisites for the war outbreak, which mainly considers this problem 
from the outside in the context of relations between the Russian Federation and Georgia. 

The publication provides a comparative analysis of the conclusions of Western 
researchers regarding the causes and consequences of the war for the Black Sea Region 
states and the further international situation development. 

The study confirms that the Russian-Georgian war of August 2008 went beyond the 
confrontation between the two states, becoming a global factor for the creation of a 
camp of the participating states of the “new cold war”. After the end of the war, the 
reaction of Western representatives both in the media and in the scientific community 
spread widely. Western authors rather widely discussed the Russian-Georgian war of 
2008, while avoiding considering the war in the context of the domestic and foreign 
political situation in Georgia, evaluating it superficially, only taking into account the 
relationship between the two states.  

The purpose of the article is to carry out a comparative analysis of the Western 
researchers statements about the causes, prerequisites and consequences of the “Five-day 
war” for Georgia, Russia and the world community, to find common and distinctive 
features in the statements of the researchers of this problem. 

Keywords: Russian-Georgian war, August 2008, information warfare, geopolitics, 
hybrid war. 
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