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Daisuke Matsuoka
Russia to skip 2025 Osaka Expo amid Ukraine war criticism

Pocia nponycmums Osaka Expo 2025 uepe3 it kpumuky uj000 6itinu ¢ YKkpaini
pocis ozonocuna, ujo He opamume ydacmo y eucmasyi « Osaka Kansai Expo 2025» na mni
3a20cmpeHHs OUNIOMAMUYHOL HanpysceHocmi Misie Anouiero ma pocicro niciisi 6mMopeHeHHs
Mocksu 8 Ykpainy, 3asa6usuiu, wo 00 Hei nocmasunucs necnpasediuso. llpedcmasnux pocii
CKA3a8, Wo Kpaina 3imKHYIACs 3 HeCNPABeOIUBUM CMABIIeHHAM 3 OOKY 0esKUX Kpain-
VUACHUYb, NPUNYCKAIOYU, WO KOHQIIKM MOCKeU 3 Anonicto ma ii 3axiOHuUMU COIO3HUKAMU
yepes 6iliHy 8 YKpaini 3iepas pov y nputiHAmmi pilieHHs o000 moz2o, ujob nebpamu
yuacmi y eucmasyi. Q2onoulenHs pocii 6yi0 3po0dieHo uepe3 KilbKa OHI8 Nicis moeo, 5K
OepoicagHutl Minicmp Anonii, 6i0nogioanbHuUll 3a 8UCMABKY, NPUNYCMUB, WO POCis
Hebaxdcauma Ha 3axo0i. pocis cmana mpemvor Kpainorw, sika He 6yoe bpamu yuacmo y
sucmaeyi nicisa Mexcuku ma Ecmounii, axi Hewjo0asno 02010cuiu npo C80€ pilleHHs GUUmMu
yepes «eHympiwHi ginancosi npobaemuy. Bucmaska « Osaka Expo 2025» mpaouyitino
Cy2y€ 3MIYHEHHI0 eKOHOMIUHUX I SYMAHIMAPHUX 36 A3Ki6, HAOUXanyu Ha 300po8y ma
KOHCMPYKMUBH)Y KOHKYPDEHYIIO MIHC HAYIAMU.
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/15070017

Russia announced its withdrawal from the 2025 Osaka Kansai Expo on Nov. 28 amid
escalating diplomatic tensions following Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine, saying it had been treated
unfairly.

A Russian official said it was regrettable that the country had to cancel its attendance to the
event due to a lack of communication with organizers.

The announcement was made at a general assembly of the Bureau International des
Expositions held in Paris.

The convention was joined by officials from the global body’s member states including
Hiroyuki Ishige, the secretary-general of the Japan Association for the 2025 World Exposition.

Russia’s representative said the country has faced unfair treatment from some of the
participating countries, suggesting Moscow’s conflict with Japan and its western allies over the war
in Ukraine played a role in making the decision to withdraw.

The Russian official further noted that the expo has traditionally served to foster economic
and humanitarian bonds, inspiring healthy and constructive competitions between nations.

“It’s too early to make a comment about Russia’s announcement as we haven’t received an
official notification yet,” said a spokesperson for the association.

Russia’s announcement comes days after Japan’s state minister in charge of the expo
suggested that Russia is not welcome at the event.

“If the current situation (with Russia’s ongoing invasion) does not change, Russia’s
participation in the expo is not expected,” Hanako Jimi said on Nov. 24.

Russia has become the third country to withdraw from the extravaganza following Mexico
and Estonia, which have recently announced their decisions to pull out due to “domestic financial
i1ssues.”

Currently, 159 countries and regions as well as nine international organizations plan to
participate in the world fair.


https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/15070017

