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Hideki Muroya
An explosive way to send peace message to a warring Russia

Buoyxoeuit cnocié nadiciamu mupHne nOCI1aHHA 60101041l POCIT

Howixkaozy Konno ssadicae, uo nopox donece 11020 nocianus 00 1020 MOIUMSU 3d MUp 6
Ykpaini, konu 6in i 1io2o Konecu-nipomexuiku oceimiams HiyHe Hebo 26 cepnHs Criny4um
peecpseprom. [lipomexHiku nokaxcymv COHAUHUK, HAYIOHAIbHY K8IMKY YKpainu, na
@oni hopmeniannoi croimu pociticbkoco komnosumopa Mycopacvkozo « Kapmunku 3
BUCMABKUY NIO YAC 00HO20 3 MPbOX HAUOLILUUX pecmusanie ecpsepkie. Konno ckazas,
wo 6iH 0y6 Oyoice 3acMy4eHuUll NOCMIHUM HOMOKOM NOBIOOMAEHb NPO HCEPMBU 8
pe3yibmami 8mopeHeHHs pocii 8 Ykpainy 3 1iomoeo Muryio2o poky. «He ciio
BUKOPUCOBYBAMU NOPOX OISl GIlIHUY, — OYMA8 8iH, 3a0arouuct numannam. «LLlo s
Mmoorcy 3pobumu? ». Benuxuii gpeepeepk orcuse 10 cekyHO. cim ceKyHO 00 8UOYXy ma mpu
ceKkyHou maeii 6 Hebi. Hezsadicarouu Ha tio2o Kopomkuti mepmin ichysanns, Konno
ggascae, Wo eecpeepk Ha memy COHAUWHUKIG Ha ¢hoHi my3uku Mycopecbkozo nepedacms
NOMYMHCHE NOCIAHHA MUPY Yepe3 C8Imao0 ma 36YK.
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14985300

Yoshikazu Konno reckons gunpowder will get his message across in his prayers for peace
in Ukraine when he and fellow pyrotechnicians light up the night sky here Aug. 26 with a dazzling
fireworks display.

The pyrotechnicians will display sunflowers, Ukraine’s national flower, against the
backdrop of Russian composer Mussorgsky’s piano suite “Pictures at an Exhibition” during the
Omagari Hanabi, one of the nation’s three largest fireworks festivals.

“I hope both countries will respect each other in things that they are strong in and value,”
said Konno, 59, the fourth-generation president of Kitanihon Hanabi, a Daisen-based fireworks
manufacturer founded in 1899.

A pioneer in fireworks displays to accompanying music, Konno is known as an
“entertainer” in the pyrotechnics industry.

He firmly believes that gunpowder, the key ingredient of any firework, should be used for
peace, not war. Konno has felt that way since he visited West Berlin in August 1987, two years
before the fall of the Berlin Wall that divided East and West Germany.

A group of 20 pyrotechnicians had been invited to a festival to celebrate the 750th
anniversary of Berlin being incorporated as a city. Konno, who had joined the family business less
than a year earlier, traveled to West Germany in place of his father, who was too busy to attend.

He recalled his shock at encountering bullet holes in walls across West Berlin. A memorial
marker stood for East Germans who had sought freedom by attempting to scale the barrier erected
around the city and paid for it with their lives.

“While a wall stands on the ground, there is no wall in the sky,” the leader of the delegation
of pyrotechnicians told local reporters. “We hope that people in the West and the East alike will
enjoy our fireworks display.”

His words have since served as a guide in Konno’s professional life.

Konno’s contribution to the festival was a firework themed on Japan’s four seasons. He
prayed it would be seen by East Germans as well.

“I felt in my bones that gunpowder, which is often used to kill people, could also become
a tool to move the hearts of people,” he said.

Konno has visited South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and Canada to present fireworks
displays.
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“Fireworks can touch hearts universally, regardless of race or language,” he said.

But peace and security are essential for pyrotechnicians to demonstrate their craft.

Konno said he had been greatly distressed by the steady stream of reports of casualties
from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine since February last year.

“Gunpowder should not be used for war,” he thought. “What can I do?”

A large firework has a life of 10 seconds: seven seconds before it explodes and three
seconds of magic in the sky.

Despite its brief life, Konno believes the sunflower-themed firework against Mussorgsky’s
music will convey a powerful message for peace through light and sound.



