National Review.-07.01.2022

Jimmy Quinn
Biden Admin Denies NBC Report on Euro-Force Drawdown

AomiHicmpamop 4. balideHa cnipocmysas 38im NBC ripo CKOpo4YeHHA EBPO-Cu

3a cnosamu cniepobimHuKa noaimu4Hoi ¥cypHanicmuku Bineama ®. bakni e National Review
Institute 4. KeiHHa, adminicmpauyisa [. balideHa eomye nomeHryitiHUl rnaaH CKopo4YeHHs
36poliHux cun CLLUA 8 Esponi, w0 Mmoxce po32a1a0amucs AK He W0 iHwe, AK 3Ha4YHa 3pada. Ha

OymMKy ekcnepma, 018 6y0b-AKoi 3mMiHU 8ilicbkosoi npucymHocmi CLLIA 8 €sponi Pocis noguHHa
b6yde 8 UMU 83AEMHUX, PiBHOUHHUX KPOKi8 0719 CKOPO4Y€eHHA C80IX cun i idsedeHHs
pocilicbKux 8ilicbK 3 YKpaiHu 6yde HedocmamHso.

https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/biden-admin-denies-nbc-report-on-euro-force-drawdo

wn/

NBC reported this afternoon that the Biden administration is prepping a potential plan to scale
back U.S. forces in Europe, according to “a current administration official and two former U.S.
national security officials familiar with the planning.” If it's true, the administration is mulling
over steps that would leave America’s allies in Europe more vulnerable to Russian coercion; the
news is likely to be seen as nothing less than a significant betrayal.

But the Biden administration is now saying that NBC’s report is “not accurate.Here’s the
relevant excerpt:The administration “is compiling a list of options for force posture changes
in Europe to discuss with Russia at the talks,” an administration official said. If Russia
appears willing to discuss scaling back its presence in the region, the U.S. will be
prepared to discuss specific moves, the official said.

For any change in the U.S. military presence in Europe, Russia would have to take
reciprocal, equivalent steps to scale back its forces, and pulling back Russian troops from
Ukraine would not be sufficient, the current official and former officials said.If accurate, the
piece reveals that the administration is mulling steps that America’s allies in the region
would consider as nothing less than abandonment. The report set off a political feeding
frenzy at home, offering up fodder with which to attack the administration’s
already-lackluster approach to dealing with Moscow.The White House’s initial comments to
NBC in the piece didn’t deny the report: “We don’t know what next week’s conversations will
bring,” a spokesperson for the National Security Council told NBC. But later in the afternoon,
senior officials issued flat-out denials.



