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Wimbledon to pay for Ukrainian players’ accommodation at grass
court events
Bimonoon cnnamuma po3miuwgeHHA yKpainCbKuUX pasyie Ha
mpaeg ' aAnux mypHipax
bpumancoxe eudanns The Guardian nogioomnse, wo pociiCokum i OLI0PYCbKUM MEHICUCTAM
0yde do36oneno bpamu yuacme y Bimbiooncokomy mypHipi ma inuuux OpumaHcoKux mypHipax
Ha mpas'anomy nokpummi 6 2023 p. B ceimni yvoco piwenns Bceaneniticokuii K1y6 3aa6us, wo
NOKpUE 8UMPamMu YKPAiHCbKux epasyie i 1 unena ixuboi KOMaHou Ha 8ecb Mpas'siHull ce30H.
Taxootc kKyb maxoic 3pooums noxicepma)y YKpaincbKum opeauizayiam, noobiysasuwiu no 1 gpynmy
CMEPNIH2IE 30 KOHCHO20 8IACHUKA KBUMKA HA YeMnioHam, wo cmanogumume nonao 500 muc.
¢ynmie cmepnineis. B pamkax npomudii pociiicokiu nponaeanoi Ha Bimbadoncokomy mypHipi
3aboponeni 8ci cumeoau pgh i binopyci, mypHip He 6yoe mpancaroeamucs 6 pocii, a poc3MI ne
ompuMaroms aKkpeoumayii Ha MmypHip.
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2023/apr/25/wimbledon-to-pay-for-ukrainian-players-
accommodation-at-grass-court-events

The All England Club has made a number of significant financial gestures towards Ukraine’s
crisis response funds and Ukrainian tennis players competing in their tournaments, asserting their
support for the country in light of their decision to permit Russian and Belarusian players to
return as competitors at Wimbledon this year.

The AELTC and the LTA have announced that they will cover the accommodation costs of two
rooms for all main draw and qualifying players who compete at any British grass court event for
the entirety of the grass court season.

While some playing facilities are often only reserved for British players and competitors ranked
in the top 10, Ukrainian players will additionally be allowed to prepare on courts at the All
England Club and Surbiton from their exits at the French Open until the eve of Wimbledon

qualifying.

The financial commitment will probably amount to five figures a player, with about 15
Ukrainian players in position to compete in the qualifying and main-draw events of Wimbledon
alone. The AELTC will further donate to Ukraine crisis response organisations, pledging £1 for
each ticket holder at the championships, which the AELTC estimates will amount to a donation
of more than £500,000.

Last month, the AELTC announced Russian and Belarusian players will be allowed to compete
at Wimbledon under the provision that they sign a declaration of neutrality. The declaration has
three conditions: players must confirm that they will compete as neutrals, they will not make any
statements of support for the Russian or Belarusian regimes, and they will not be in receipt of
funds from either states or businesses closely related to the states.

Marta Kostyuk of Ukraine, the world No 36

Marta Kostyuk of Ukraine, currently world No 36, will be among the players from her country to
get financial help from the AELTC this summer if she plays in UK grass court events.
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“I found this probably the most difficult decision during my chairmanship,” said Ian Hewitt, the
AELTC chairman. The AELTC confirmed it has held discussions with Ukrainian players.
“Without discussing the details of those conversations, I think it’d be fair to say that they
understood the situation,” said Sally Bolton, chief executive of the AELTC. “They’ve been
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competing on the tour with Russian and Belarusian athletes for a year — they understood the
situation we found ourselves in. They understood our decision. They were thankful for us taking
the time to have that conversation with them.”

Although the AELTC declined to reveal specific numbers, Bolton noted that “a number of
players” from Russia and Belarus have signed or are in the process of signing off on the
declaration. Wimbledon has updated its entry terms and conditions to prohibit Russian or
Belarusian flags on the grounds and any support for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The
championships will not be shown in either country, with Russian and Belarusian media “not
welcome” at the tournament this year.

Meanwhile, Wimbledon will be taking steps to celebrate Roger Federer’s achievements in light
of the eight-time champion’s retirement from tennis last year. “He is a very great champion,”
Hewitt said.

“We have a very close association. I am delighted to say that Roger will be making a visit here
as a member. He is very welcome any time. And yes, we will be celebrating his achievements in
an appropriate Wimbledon way in due course.”



