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Naked Protesters Draw Attention at Moscow Polling Station

Toni npomecmyesanvruyi npusepHyau ysacy Ha eubopuii oinbHuyi Mockeu

Ha eubopuiti oinbrhuyi 6 Mocksi mpu monoodi sxcinku 3 ykpaincokoi epynu FEMEN npusepnynu
yeazy menexkamep, AKi WOUHO 8I03HsIU 2oN0cy8anua [Iymina, po3osenysuucs, 0o nosca, woob
susisumu 2acio « 6yoy kpacmu onsa [lymina» namanvosani ix conux epyosx i cnuni. Ilomim onu
nouanu kpuyamu "l[lIymin 3n00iu!" I namazanucs, ane be3ycniuino, 8mekmu 3 NIEKCU21AcOB80I0
VPHOIO 8 AKOMY JNiedcana oronemens npem'ep-minicmpa. Ceo2o uacy pociticbke menebaueHHs
wupoxo sucgimaosanru npomecm FEMEN npomu Jlykawenka. 3 6i0nogionoro cumempicio,
neodinvHa onepayiss FEMEN 6yna 3agixcoseana na niobaauomy 00KIa0OHiCmb Oi10pycoKomy
menebayeHHi.
http://blogs.wsj.com/emergingeurope/2012/03/04/naked-protesters-draw-attention-at-moscow-polling-station/

Associated Press

Polling station officials clash with members of Ukrainian feminist group FEMEN at a polling station in
Moscow.

Naked theft. That appeared to be the message a group of women’s rights activists were
trying to convey Sunday in protesting Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin’s attempt to return
to the Kremlin for a third term.

At a polling station in Moscow, three young women from the Ukrainian group FEMEN
drew the attention of TV cameras, which had just filmed Mr. Putin casting his vote, and stripped
to their waists to reveal the slogan “I will steal for Putin” painted across their bare chests and
backs. They then started shouting “Putin is a thief!” and tried, unsuccessfully, to make off with
the perspex urn in which the prime minister’s ballot lay.

FEMEN, which made its name campaigning against sex tourism in Ukraine, has made
bare-breasted protest its trademark (“We came, we undressed, we conquered” is its mission
statement). It has demonstrated in the past against gas monopoly Gazprom’s “gas blackmail,”
against former Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi’s alleged links with prostitution and
against the re-election of Alexander Lukashenko as president of Belarus in a vote that was widely
criticized as being rigged.

Russian television had given FEMEN’s protest against Lukashenko extensive coverage at
the time. With a pleasing symmetry, Sunday’s FEMEN operation was documented in loving
detail by Belarusian TV.
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