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Russia Looks to Strike at Ukraine’s South Again?

Pocis 3no8y npaene 0o yoapy no nie0eHHoMy YKpaiHCbKOM) Ni6OHIO?

Anopeac Ymnano - cmapuwiuii Haykogutl cnigpooimuux lncmumymy e8poamiaHmuyHo2o
cnigpobimnuymea y Kueei, ananizye 6 cmammi yQomupu wunnuxu, sxi poonsame MONCIUBUM
nooanvuly Hanpyoicernicmo mixc Pocieto ma Ykpainoro no bepezax Kpumy ma mamepuxogoi
nigoennoi Yxpainu. Bonu exnrouaioms giocymmuicme peaxyii 3ax00y Ha Heuwjo0asHIo
HANPYICeHICMb, 8I0CYMHICMb MIDCHAPOOHUX OpeaHizayill 8 A308cbKoMY MOPI, (PYHKYIOHATIbHICMb
mocmy Kepuencokoi npomoxu ma ii cumeonizm ona [lymina, a maxooic HesupiuieHicms nocmasox
numuoi 600u 6 oxynosanutl Kpum. Bci yi vomupu ¢haxmopu 8iopiznaome yio mepumopiio 8io
Jlonbacy, oe 6 3uauniu mipi npucymuii OBCE, 3'a6unacs oinou-menut cmaobinbHa ninisa Gponmy, i
KOH@IIKM nouae 4acmxoso 3amopodicysamucs. Kpim moeo, natibinew ceptiosni canxyii €C,
6s6eodeni enimky 2014 poxy, nizniwe 0yiu nos'sazami 3 gukonanuam Mincokux Y200, wjo
cmocylombcs uknouno Jounbacy.

https.//’www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/russia-looks-to-strike-at-ukraine-s-south-agai
n
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declining aquatic reserves, in combination with a continuing dearth of energy supply, are a virtual time
bomb with potentially far-reaching economic and social consequences for Crimea’s residents. In a
surprising geoeconomic gaffe, Moscow has done little to resolve this issue, such a building at least one
large desalination plant.

Should there be no solution, Crimeans will soon experience insufficient water supplies, which
complicates business and daily life. A rise of social tensions on the peninsula may provide yet another
potential trigger for escalation between Russia and Ukraine. Moscow may try to capture the closed
channel between Crimea and the Dnipro River. This would lead Russian regular troops deep into
Ukraine’s southern mainland and start a second high-intensity and then official war between the two
countries.

These factors constitute only some of the possible scenarios for escalation between Russia and
Ukraine. Yet, given that these four conditions are present in Crimea, the Kerch Strait, and the Azov
Sea, they make rising tensions in this area likely. The Azov Sea ports of Mariupol and Berdyansk will
continue to operate under various limitations and risks. Will Ukraine and its Western partners be willing
to provide some plausible stability guarantees and security mechanisms to those businesses engaged in
the region? If not, Ukraine as well as various national and foreign companies should start preparing for a
gradual decline of Mariupol and Berdyansk as well as for the grave social and political consequences
this will have for southern Ukraine and eventually the whole country.

Andreas Umland is a senior fellow at the Institute for Euro- Atlantic Cooperation in Kyiv, and
general editor of the ibidem-Verlag book series “Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and Society”
distributed by Columbia University Press.



