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Champions League Final Is a Tight Fit in Kiev. So How About New York?

Dinan Jlicu yemnionie: y Kueei mecnosamo, a ak uiooo Horo-Hopka?

Ha nepioo ¢hinany Jlicu uemnionie y Kuegi oeski 2omenvHi HOMepu nponony8anucs 3a

yinamu 6 10 pasis euwe ix 3suyaninoi apmocmi. Ane, K npo38yuala HA BAACHOMY 00C8I0L
TL'apcia-Menna Cio, we cipuie me, KoMy 2080puUil, WO ix 3aOPOHLOBAHO AHYILOBAHO, A NOMIM Yi
K8apmupu Keapmup OPoHI08AIU NOBMOPHO, dlle 8Xce N0 6a2amboM 3 OLlbUL BUCOKUM
yinamu.Kumenamv Kuesa ye nacminoku po32ybiieno, uwjo 60HU 8UCMYNUIU 3 IHIYIAMUBOIO -
cmeopunu 8 " Deticoyke” epynu, 6 AKUX 60HU NPONOHYIONb OOJETLUSUKAM HOCETUMUCS ) HUX
s0oma beskoumosHo. Bukmop Kunivap, 3acHOBHUK 0OHIET 3 maKkux epyn nio Ha38010
«beskowmosnuii ousan y Kuegiy, 6 inmeps'io bi-bi-Ci ckazas, wjo «8ubayacmucsy mum, wo
2omeini BUCMIIOBANU YIHU, T WO «UOMY CMITUBOY.

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/2 1/sports/soccer/champions-league-liverpool-real-madri
d.html

Maria Garcia-Mella Cid did not even know if Real Madrid, the team she calls her lifelong
“obsession,” would be playing in the Champions League final in Kiev when she began planning her trip
from Miami to Ukraine.

She had booked the final leg of her journey — a flight from Madrid to Kiev — before the
semifinal matchups had been revealed, and identified a place to stay in Kiev before the second leg of
Madrid’s semifinal against Bayern Munich was even played. She nstructed her cousin to confirm the
reservation the moment the final whistle confirmed Madrid’s place, but in the excitement of Real’s
nail-biting victory, the cousin promptly forgot.

The next day, Garcia-Mella Cid took charge. She found an apartment in Kiev, paying for an extra
night to make sure of the booking, and paid for the rest of her flights: Miami to Stockholm, Stockholm
to Madrid.

She did not know for sure she had a ticket — that would only be secured later through South
Florida Pefia, an official Real fan club — but she knew she had to be there. She had made the trip to
Cardiff last year, where Real beat Juventus to retain the Champions League trophy, and had every
mntention of seeing the team try to raise it for the third year in a row.




