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Defense Ministry to set up medical center for SDF combat injuries

Minoboponu cmeopums MeOUYHUN YeHMP 0J11 ROCHMPAHCOATUX 8I0 DOUOBUX
HOPAHEeHb

Minoboponu Anouii nnanye cmeopumu yerHmp 00noMo2u NOCMpPaxcoaIum 8 60sax oOiuyam
camoob6oporu, de 6ydyms nposooumu onepayii ma peadinimayiro 3 ypaxy8aHHsIM
botiosux noparensv. Maroyu mano moxcausocmeti bpamu y4acmo y MiCisx 8UCOK020
PU3UKY, AKI MoHcyms npuszeecmu 0o empam, Cuiu camooboponu Anownii (SDF) ne
Maoms MeOUYHo20 3aKaady, AKull 6u cneyianizyeascs Ha CKIAOHUX MPaemMax, maxkux sK
nopamnenns, AKi 3apas 3ycmpivaomoca 6 Yxpaini. Mozo cmeopenns 3annanosane na
Hacmynuuil inancosuti pix y nikapui Meouunoeo Koneoxncy HayioHaIbHOI 000POHU.
Ilonepeonvo nazsanutl yeHmp mpasmamonozii, onikie ma maxKmuyHoi HeiOKIAOHOI
MEOUUHOI O0NOMO2U MAKOHC 20MYy8amume ma po3eusamume MeOUuyHux ma
cecmpuncvkux oiyepie SDF. []eti 3axio cnpamosanuii Ha nocuienus 30amuocmi SDF
JiKysamu 0otiosi émpamu. Bin 6ye nputinamuil y ceimii 0CmauHix nooditi y cgimi,
30Kpema nicjisi BMopeHeHHs pocii 8 YKpainy.
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14959400

The Defense Ministry plans to set up a center for care of Self-Defense Forces personnel
injured in battle, offering surgery and rehabilitation tailored to combat injuries.

Having few opportunities to engage in high-risk missions that could produce casualties, the
SDF does not have a medical facility specializing in complex trauma such as the injuries currently
being encountered in Ukraine.

Its establishment is scheduled in the next fiscal year at the National Defense Medical
College Hospital in Tokorozawa, Saitama Prefecture.

The provisionally named center for trauma, burns and tactical emergency medical support
will also train and develop SDF medical and nursing officers.

The measure aims to strengthen the SDF’s ability to treat combat casualties. It was adopted
in the light of recent global developments, including Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Funding for staffing, equipment and other outlays will be included in the Defense
Ministry’s request in August for the fiscal 2024 draft budget, government officials said.

Until now, the ministry has assumed that SDF personnel wounded in action would be
treated at relevant departments at the National Defense Medical College Hospital and other SDF
hospitals.

However, many of the soldiers and others injured in Ukraine and other conflicts have
complex injuries. These often feature multiple traumas, such as limb amputations combined with
visceral injuries resulting from an explosion.

This prompted the ministry to set up a specialist trauma, burns and tactical medicine center.
It will oversee everything from surgery to reconstruction and rehabilitation.

The center will be staffed with full-time medical workers, including doctors.

It will provide staff with simulations of medical care and other forms of training to sharpen
their professional knowledge and skills.

Moreover, it is assumed that the center will also accept civilian patients who have suffered
complex injuries such as in traffic accidents.

The SDF has traditionally attached little importance to developing combat casualty care
capabilities because it had few opportunities to engage in high-risk missions that could produce
casualties.
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However, the government spelled out its determination to change this in a set of national
security documents approved by the Cabinet late last year.

The documents said the Defense Ministry and the SDF will “promote fundamental reforms
to improve the combat trauma care capabilities.”

One of the documents said that the NDMC Hospital will undergo a “drastic reform” of its
operations to accommodate those wounded in war.



