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«I want something magical»: Russia's banned Eurovision singer is back

«Meni xouembca 4020ch 4apieno2o0»: pocilicbKa cnigayuka, AKy He 0OnYycmuau 00 yyacmi
6 «€Eepobauenni» 8 MUHYIOMY POUi, NOBEPMACMBCA

FOnia Camotinosa nosunna o6yna 6pamu yuacms 6 KOHKypci €6pobauenns MUHY1020 PoKy 8
Kuesi, ane 3a napy micayie 0o yvoeo iti 3a6oponunu 8'i30 8 Yxpainy, momy wo 6ona eucmynana 6
oxynosanomy Kpumy. Jleose 6yno oconowero npo 3abopony, Camotinosa usasuia, wo cmaid
NIUAKOM 8 POCILICLKO-YKPATHCOKOMY KOHGHIIKMI [ W0 NOTIMUKU Yux 080X KpaiH NOCMIUHO
KOPUCMYIOMbCA il MM (00UH 3 HUX HA36A8 il «HCU8010 60MOO0I0 8 NPONA2AHOUCTCHKIU 2IOPUOHOT
8iliHIY). €8ponelicoKuil MOBHULL COI03, AKUL 3aUMAEMbCs opeanizayicio « €epobauennsy, Oys
Oydice He3ad08oaeHull. «Mu Oyace 3acmyyeHni i, AKuWo mouniule, Oyxce pO3eHIBaAHT MUM, WO
HUHIWHIL KOHKYPC 8UKOPUCIO8YEMbCA K ITHCMPYMEHm mpugaroyoi KoHpponmauiiy, -
BIO3HAYUIU 1020 NPEOCMABHUKU 8 TUCMI, AOPECOBAHOMY VKPAIHCOKOMY Npem'ep-miHicmpy.
3pewmoro Pocis giomosunacs 6io yuacmi 6 KOHKYpCL. 3 AKUM HACMPOEM BOHA NOBEPMAEMbCS HA
KOHKYPC 8 HUHIUWHbOMY POYI, 3HAIOYU, WO I MOJNCYMb 3yCMPImu 60podice (Hagimbv AKujo
ayoumopis 3a6yde npo Ykpainy, ii Modcyms oceucmamu 8 3HaK nPpomecny npomu pociicbKoi
3a00pOHU HA «NPONASAHOY» 20MOCEKCYANIZMY).

https.://'www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/apr/30/julia-samoylova-interview-russia-

banned-eurovision-entry-returns

Talking with Julia Samoylova, Russia’s Eurovision entry, it’s easy to forget
that a year ago she was at the centre of a diplomatic crisis. The 29-year-old chats
away, all smiles and nervous laughter, like any other entrant, as she covers
everything from her childhood in Ukhta, an industrial town in Russia’s north, to her
first singing gig in a restaurant (she belted out the likes of I Will Always Love You
until the owner said he wanted something less dramatic).

She wants to “bring light to the people” at next month’s event in Lisbon, and
laughs about her dog, Tima — a fluffy Pomeranian Spitz who makes regular
appearances in her vlogs.

When conversation turns to last year’s Eurovision the mood gets more
serious. Samoylova was due to compete in Kiev, but a couple of months
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When conversation turns to last year’s Eurovision the mood gets more
serious. Samoylova was due to compete i Kiev, but a couple of months
beforehand was banned from entering Ukraine because she had sung in occupied
Crimea. As soon as the ban was announced, Samoylova found herself a proxy for
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, with politicians in both countries tossing her name
about (one called her “a live bomb i the propagandistic hybrid war”). The
European Broadcasting Union, which organises Eurovision, wasn’t happy. “We are
increasingly frustrated, in fact angry, that this year’s competition is being used as a
tool in the ongoing confrontation,” it said in a letter to Ukraine’s prime minister.

Samoylova seemed trapped in the middle, her voice largely unheard in the west
until the day of her Eurovision semi-final, performing in Crimea. She was,
depending on your viewpoint, either a Russian tool or an aspiring singer who’d
been overtaken by events.

“At first I couldn’t understand it,” she says via Skype from Moscow, when
asked about the ban. “I couldn’t understand what acts I’d committed. I was
thinking they would talk for a bit, soon forget, and I would compete. Until the very
last moment I was sitting on suitcases, as we say, hoping I’d get to go.”
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