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Biden’s whirlwind final days as vice president had aides scrambling to
close his White House office

B ocmanni o6ypxnuei oni baiidena na nocaoi siue-npe3udenma nOMIiYHUKU
Hamazanuca 3akpumu 1o2o oghic y binomy oomi

Posmiwenns cexkpemnux 0okymenmie nopyu iz «ocooucmumu ma

noimuynHumuy nanepamuy 6 aominicmpayii npezuoenma CIIA J[. batioena
NPUHAUMHI C8IOYUMb NPO me, W0 npoyec 30epieanHs 3anucie niuos He mak. 3a
C08AMU OOHIEL THOOUHU, 3HAUOMOI 3i 3HAXIOKOI0, Ye Oyna nanka 3 no3Haukoio « VP
Personaly, sika micmuna ooun i3 cekpemHux 0OKyMeHmi8, AKUll 6nepuie UABUB Y
Jaucmonaoi Muryno2o poxy adgoxam /[. baiidena, wjo nokiaio noyamox
JIGHYI0IHCKY NOOIN. 3a cosamu yiei ocobu, ceped npedmemis uacis, koau /]. batioen
0y6 eiye-npezudenmom, € 10 cekpemnux 0OKyMeHmIis, KIIOYAIOYU MEMOPAHOYMU
possioku CLIIA ma mamepianu ons opugineis, axi cmocysanucs numars Ykpainu,
Ipany ma Cnonyuenoco Koponiecmea. byna makooic 3anucka 6io /]. baiioena
npesudenmy bapaxy Obami, a maxooc 081 3anucku, siki comyromo /[. batioena 0o
meneg)OHHOI pO3MOBU — 0OHA 3 OPUMAHCHOKUM NpeM €P-MIHICMPOM, THUA — 3
Lonanvoom Tyckom, konuwinin npem’ep-minicmpom Ilonvwi, sxuii 66
npesudenmom €sponeticorkoi padu. Paou 3 2014-2019 pp. He3po3zymino, sika
YaCMUHA Yb0o20 Mamepiany 3aiuacmscs Yymiaugoro.
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The early days of 2017 were a whirlwind for Vice President Joe Biden:
swearing in a new Congress, a surprise Medal of Freedom, a speech at Davos and
one final trip to Ukraine.

Partly to wrap up his policy portfolios, partly to tout his accomplishments,
and partly to occupy himself following the death of his son a year earlier, Biden
thrust himself into work in a final sprint to mark what then appeared to be the end
of a four-decade run at the highest levels of government.

As Biden was busy keeping busy, however, his office was shutting down.
Aides scrambled to pack up his workspaces in the West Wing, the Eisenhower
Executive Office Building and at his official residence, the Naval Observatory.

Those competing objectives — to use his office until the final minutes even
as it was obliged to shut down — made for a muddled and hurried process that left
aides packing boxes of documents and papers late into the night, even as more
material kept arriving.
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Exactly how a small batch of classified documents ended up in boxes of
Biden’s personal effects remains an open question. The White House and the
now-president’s lawyers have refused to say who, precisely, packed and moved
the material. Those questions are now central to a special counsel investigation

into Biden’s handling of classified material after leaving the White House in
2017.

At a minimum, however, the placement of the secret documents alongside
“personal and political papers” reveals a records retention process gone awry. It
was a manilla folder marked “VP personal” that contained one of the classified
documents that was first discovered last November by the Biden attorney setting
off the chain of events, according to one person familiar with the find.

Among the items from Biden’s time as vice president are 10 classified
documents including US intelligence memorandums and briefing materials that
covered topics including Ukraine, Iran and the United Kingdom, according to that
person.

There was also a memo from Biden to President Barack Obama, as well as
two briefing memos preparing Biden for phone calls — one with the British prime
minister, the other with Donald Tusk, the former prime minister of Poland who
served as president of the European Council from 2014-2019. It’s unclear how
much of this material remains sensitive.

Former aides and others familiar with the process of Biden’s transition out
of government service describe a serious effort to follow the law made difficult
by an unusually active final stretch.

“That made the process very disjointed — not because people weren’t
capable, but because it wasn’t some straight line out of the White House,” a
source with direct knowledge of the process said. “The day-to-day almost
accelerated in those final days. Throughout, people were trying to ensure he still
had what he needed, while also trying to pack in moments he wasn’t there.”

The packing was carried out by members of Biden’s staff, including lower-
level aides and assistants who were provided boxes to store the vice president’s
things.
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