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Kenya media council: ‘No one’ asked to stop election tallies

Paoa 3MI Kenii: «Hixmo» ne npocus 3ynunumu niopaxyHox 2010Cié

Cnocmepizayi ma sxcypnanicmu 3MI Kenii 6ucnosunu 3auenokoeHHs nicis mo2o, K YyeHmpaibHi menesiziini Kanaiu
Kenii npuzynununu abo cnoginenunu niopaxyHku O1aHKi8 3 pe3yiemamamu npe3udenncbkKux eubopis,
onybikoeanux eubopuoro Komiciero. Pisni pesynomamu nio yac niopaxyuxy 3MI suxnuxanu 3aHenoKo€eHHs ceped
OeaKuUxX KeHityis, ockinbku dashiti nidep onosuyii Paina Odinea, K020 ni0mpumas KOIUWHIl Cyneprux i Oirouutl
npeszudenm Kenii' Yeypy Kenismma, wo tide y 8i0cmasky, y cgoili n’amitl cnpo6i cmamu npe3udenmom 3imKHy8cs 3
siye-npesudenmom Binvsamom Pymo, axuil noceapugcs 3 npesudenmom pix momy. ¥ Kenii enepuie mooce 6iobymucsa
opyeuii myp npe3udenmcbKkux eubopis.
https://apnews.com/article/africa-elections-presidential-4c60a4578ced3a5dd6fa9d837f31919b

EIectoraI‘Commlssmn (IEBC) Chairman, Wafula Chebukatl right, chats with IEBC commissioners, at the National
Tallying Centre in Bomas of Kenya, Nairobi, Kenya, Friday, Aug. 12, 2022. Kenyans are waiting for the results of a
close presidential election in which the turnout was lower than usual. (AP Photo/Sayyid Abdul Azim)

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — The head of Kenya’s government-created media council says local
media outlets haven’t been asked to stop their counting of presidential election results after
observers noticed a dramatic slowdown in reporting on the close contest.

Media Council of Kenya CEO David Omwoyo told The Associated Press on Friday that “no one
has asked anyone to stop,” but added that “we want to align the numbers with each other” and “I
think let’s peer review our numbers.”

He said he was going into a meeting with media leaders as he spoke.
Observers and journalists with local media houses have expressed concern after Kenya

Television Network, NTV Kenya and Citizen TV tallies of presidential results forms posted
online by the electoral commission stopped or slowed on Thursday evening.
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The differing results as media raced to do their tallies led to anxiety among some Kenyans as
longtime opposition leader Raila Odinga, backed by former rival and outgoing President Uhuru
Kenyatta in his fifth attempt at the presidency, faces Deputy President William Ruto, who fell
out with the president years ago.

Kenya could see a runoff presidential election for the first time.

The public posting of results forms was meant to be a groundbreaking exercise in transparency
for the electoral commission, which has been under pressure after the high court cited
irregularities and overturned the results of the previous presidential election in 2017, a first in
Africa. Kenyatta won the new vote after Odinga boycotted it.

The electoral commission chair, Wafula Chebukati, even appeared to tease local media houses a
day after Tuesday’s election, saying they were “behind” in tallying the more than 46,000 results
forms being posted from around the country. On Thursday, however, he stressed that only the
electoral commission can declare a winner.

On Wednesday, the media council in a statement noted “growing concerns” about the varying
tallies and said it was consulting with media owners and editors “to find an urgent solution to
this to ensure Kenyans receive synchronized results.”

To win outright, a candidate needs more than half of all votes and at least 25% of the votes in
more than half of Kenya’s 47 counties. No outright winner means a runoff election within 30
days.

Official results will be announced within a week of the vote, but impatience among some
Kenyans is growing. Some have turned to counting a far smaller set of results forms for 291
constituencies also being posted online by the electoral commission. More than 65% of them had
been posted Friday morning.

Human rights groups have warned about “rising levels of false or misleading information being
shared on social media” as the country awaits the official results.

Turnout dipped sharply in this election, to 65%, as some Kenyans expressed weariness with
seeing long-familiar political leaders on the ballot and frustration with economic issues including
widespread corruption and rising prices.
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