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Estonian leader Kaja Kallas asked to form new government 

Лідер Естонії попросив Каю Каллас сформувати новий уряд 
Президент Естонії Алар Каріс попросив прем’єр-міністра Каю Каллас сформувати новий уряд після того, 

як вона подала у відставку, розпустивши свій однопартійний кабінет меншості, поклавши край 

політичному глухому куту, який тривав більше місяця. Президент А. Каріс після зустрічі з К. Каллас, 

повідомив що «підписав заяву про відставку прем’єр-міністра, але також попросив її сформувати новий 

уряд, який міг би почати працювати швидко та займатися всіма важливими питаннями життя Естонії». 

Урядова криза в Естонії досягла кульмінації на початку червня, коли К. Каллас, лідер правлячої 

правоцентристської Партії реформ, вигнала ліву Центристську партію з двопартійної коаліції. Сторони 

мали суттєві розбіжності щодо політики витрат і соціального забезпечення на тлі зростання витрат 

домогосподарств Естонії через високу інфляцію. 

https://apnews.com/article/inflation-estonia-government-and-politics-244ad77dcc4c44cd4ab7380ff26e327f 

 
Prime Minister of Estonia, Kaja Kallas speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Tallinn, Estonia, 

Wednesday, June 22, 2022. Kallas called European unity on the war in Ukraine “a negative surprise” for Russian 

President Vladimir Putin. Still, she told The Associated Press in an interview on Wednesday, one shouldn’t 

underestimate Moscow’s military capabilities, because “they are in this for the long haul.” (AP Photo/Sergei Grits) 

 

HELSINKI (AP) — Estonia’s president on Thursday asked Prime Minister Kaja Kallas to form a 

new government after she tendered the resignation of her one-party minority Cabinet, ending a 

more than month-long political stalemate in the Baltic nation. 

President Alar Karis said in a tweet after meeting with Kallas that “I signed the resignation 

request of Prime Minister @kajakallas but also asked her to form a new government which could 

start working quickly and deal with all important issues of Estonian life.”  

Estonia’s government crisis culminated in early June as Kallas, leader of the ruling center-right 

Reform Party, kicked out the left-leaning Center Party from the two-party coalition. The parties 

https://apnews.com/article/inflation-estonia-government-and-politics-244ad77dcc4c44cd4ab7380ff26e327f
https://twitter.com/AlarKaris/status/1547486442158530560?cxt=HHwWgIC9-Yuu4_kqAAAA


had substantial differences over spending and welfare policies amid increasing Estonian 

household costs because of high inflation.  

The inflation rate in Estonia, a member of the European Union and NATO whose population is 

1.3 million people, is now the highest in the 19-nation eurozone, with annual inflation hitting 

22% in June, according to Eurostat, the EU statistics agency. High energy prices are one of the 

main causes of inflation in the Baltic nation. 

Last week, the politically liberal Reform Party that runs on a conservative fiscal policy platform, 

struck a coalition deal with the opposition Social Democrats and the small conservative 

Fatherland (“Isamaa”) party. 

The three parties together muster a comfortable 56-seat majority at the 101-seat Riigikogu 

legislature. The coalition arrangement prevents Kallas, who became Estonia’s first female prime 

minister in January 2021, from having to govern with a one-party minority Cabinet. It is already 

the third government in Estonia in a period of just over three years since the 2019 parliamentary 

election. 

The new government needs formal approval from Parliament before it can be appointed by Karis 

and sworn in this week or early next week. Kallas tweeted that she would be asking lawmakers 

for a mandate to form her second Cabinet on Friday.  

The government will be short-lived as Estonia is scheduled to hold a general election in March.  

The 45-year-old Kallas is the daughter of former Estonian Prime Minister and European 

Commissioner Siim Kallas, who was one of the founders of the Reform Party — a key political 

party in the Baltic country — in the 1990s. She has led the Reform Party since 2018. 

https://twitter.com/kajakallas/status/1547475436929798145?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1547475436929798145%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.err.ee%2F1608656908%2Festonian-prime-minister-resigns-disbands-government

