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Kenya’s Supreme Court upholds Ruto’s narrow presidential win

Bepxosnuii cyo Kenii niomeepous nepemozy B. Pymo na npe3udenmcobkux subopax
Bepxoenuii cyo Kenii 00H02010CHO 6i0XUnu8 0cKapicenHs oQiyiiiHux pe3yavmamie npe3udeHmcbKux eubopis i
niompumas nepemozy obpanoeo npesudenma Binvama Pymo. Kanoudam 6io onoszuyii Paina Ooinea 3as6u8 npo
nopyuenHs nio yac éubopis 9 cepnus, ki 6y1u 8i03HAYEH] OPAMOI 8 OCMAHKIO XBUTUHY, KOIU 8UOOPUA KOMICIA
PO30inunacs ma 0OMiHIO8ANACA 36UHY8AYEHHAMU 8 HeNnpagomipHill nogedinyi. Cyo 3HAUWO08 MATOZHAYUMUMU AOO
83a2ai He NiOMeepoOuUs pizHi npemeH3ii ma HA36a6 0esKi «He YUM THUWUM, K 2apadum nosimpamy. Bin makooc
BUCTIOBUB 30UBYBANHS, YOMY YOMUPU HE3200HT YlleHU KOMICIT 6panu yuacms 00 OCMANHIX X8UTUH Y npoyeci
RIOPAXYHKY 200CI6, AKUL BOHU KPUMUKYEAIU K HENPO30PUIL.
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From left to right, Kenya's Supreme Court judges Deputy Chief Justice Philomena Mbete Mwilu, Chief Justice
Martha Koome, and Mohammed Khadhar Ibrahim, commence hearings on the petitions challenging the result of the
recent presidential election, at the Supreme Court in Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2022. Kenya's losing
presidential candidate Raila Odinga and others filed the challenges, asserting that the process was marked by
criminal subversion and seeking that the outcome be nullified and a new vote be ordered. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Kenya’s Supreme Court has unanimously rejected challenges to the
official results of the presidential election and upheld Deputy President William Ruto’s win.

Opposition candidate Raila Odinga had alleged irregularities in the otherwise peaceful Aug. 9
election that was marked by last-minute drama when the electoral commission split and traded
accusations of misconduct.

The court found little or no evidence for the various claims and called some “nothing more than
hot air.” It also expressed puzzlement why the four dissenting commissioners participated until
the final minutes in a vote-tallying process they criticized as opaque. The commission “needs
far-reaching reforms,” the court acknowledged, “but are we to nullify an election on the basis of
a last-minute boardroom rupture?”
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The court shocked Kenyans in the previous election in 2017 by overturning the results of the
presidential election, a first in Africa, and ordered a fresh vote after Odinga filed a challenge. He
then boycotted that new election.

This time, Odinga was backed by former rival and outgoing President Uhuru Kenyatta in the
latest example of shifting political alliances in East Africa’s most stable democracy.

Odinga’s team had challenged the technology used by the electoral commission and alleged that
voting results had been tampered with, and it argued that the electoral commission chair had
essentially acted alone in declaring the winner.

Odinga’s team questioned an election seen as the country’s most transparent, with results from
tens of thousands of polling stations posted online within hours of the vote for Kenyans to follow
the tally themselves. Such reforms were in part the result of Odinga’s previous election
challenge.

Now Kenyans wait to see whether any anger over the election will be channeled into the streets
in a country with a history of sometimes deadly political violence. The election had one of the
lowest turnouts in the country’s history of multiparty democracy, under 65%.

The 77-year-old Odinga, who has pursued the presidency for a quarter-century, has indicated he
would accept the court’s decision.

The 55-year-old Ruto, who had a bitter split with Kenyatta after Kenyatta made peace with
Odinga to calm the 2017 election crisis, had appealed to Kenyans by portraying himself as a
“hustler” from humble beginnings against the “dynasties” of Kenyatta and Odinga, whose fathers
were Kenya’s first president and vice president.

Ruto now faces the challenge of finding the money to back up his campaign promises to the
poor, as Kenya’s debt levels are now nearly 70% of its GDP.



