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Turkey’s leader opposes letting Finland, Sweden join NATO

Jioep Typeuuunu eucmynae npomu npueonannsi Oinnanodii ma Lllseyii 0o HATO
Ipesudenm Typeuuunu Pedocen Tain Epoozan 3aa6ue, wo 1io2o Kpaina «He npuxuivray 00 ecmyny Qinnanoii ma
Llseyii 0o HATO, sxasytouu na me, uwjo Typeuuuna modice UKOpUCmamu c8iti Cmamyc yjiend 3axiOH020
BILICbKOBO20 ANLAHCY, W00 HAKIACMU 6emO HA Oii w000 NpUliHAMmsA yux 080x kpaiu. Typeyvkuil 1idep nosACHU
c8010 npomudito mum, wio Llleeyis ma inwi cCKaHOUHABCHLKI KpAiHU HIOUMO RIOMPUMYIOMb KYPOCbKUX OOUOBUKIE ma
inwux ocio, axux Typeuuuna esaxcae mepopucmamu. Bin makooic ckazas, wo ne xoue nosmoposamu Mumyy
«nomunxyy Typeuuunu, konu 6ona noeoounacs noemopuo npuvinamu I peyiro y siticoxoge kpuro HATO 6 1980 poyi.
Bin cmeepodcysas, wo ya axyis oozeoauna I peyii «satinamu nosuyiio npomu Typeuuunu, maioyu 3a niequma
HATO». P. T. Epooean ne cxazas npsamo, wo i1 6noxysamume 6y0b-aKi cnpoou npueoHants 080X CKaHOUHABCOKUX
xpain, ane HATO npuiimac 6ci c80i piuienHs KOHCEHCYCOM, Wo 03Ha4ae, wo Kodcra 3 30 kpain-unenie mac
nomenyiline nPago 6emo uwjooo moz20, Xmo Modice NPUEOHAMUCSL.

https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-middle-east-turkey-moscow-sweden-49d5297a0dff391e5de9f24f6b3a390a

Finnish soldiers take part in the Army mechanised exercise Arrow 22 exercise at the Niinisalo garrison in
Kankaanp", Western Finland, on May 4, 2022. Finland appears on the cusp of joining NATO. Sweden could follow
suit. By year's end, they could stand among the alliance's ranks. Russia's war in Ukraine has provoked a public
about face on membership in the two Nordic countries. They are already NATO's closest partners, but should Russia
respond to their membership moves they might soon need the organization's military support (Heikki
Saukkomaa./Lehtikuva via AP)

HELSINKI (AP) — Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Friday that his country is “not
favorable” toward Finland and Sweden joining NATO, indicating that Turkey could use its status
as a member of the Western military alliance to veto moves to admit the two countries.

“We are following developments concerning Sweden and Finland, but we are not of a favorable
opinion,” Erdogan told reporters.
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The Turkish leader explained his opposition by citing Sweden and other Scandinavian countries’
alleged support for Kurdish militants and others whom Turkey considers to be terrorists.

He said he also did not want to repeat Turkey’s past “mistake” from when it agreed to readmit
Greece into NATO’s military wing in 1980. He claimed the action had allowed Greece “to take
an attitude against Turkey by taking NATO behind it.”

Erdogan did not say outright that he would block any accession attempt the two Nordic nations
might make, but NATO takes all its decisions by consensus, meaning that each of the 30 member
countries has a potential veto over who can join.

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg has said that Finland and Sweden, should they
formally apply to join the world’s biggest security organization, would be welcomed with open
arms.

The accession procedure could be done in “a couple of weeks,” several NATO officials have
said, although it could take around 6 months for member countries to ratify the accession
protocol.

Meanwhile. a report by the Swedish government on the changed security environment facing the
Nordic country after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine says Moscow would react negatively to
Sweden joining NATO and launch several counter-measures.

The Swedish government’s security policy analysis, which will be used as a basis for Prime
Minister Magdalena Andersson’s Cabinet to decide whether to seek membership in the Western
military alliance, was presented to Swedish lawmakers Friday.

Sweden’s governing Social Democratic Party, led by Andersson, is expected to reveal its
decision on Sunday.

The report pointed to NATO membership carrying a number of advantages for Sweden - above
all the collective security provided by the 30-member military alliance. At the same time, it lists
numerous tactics Russia is likely to take in retaliation.

These would include cyber and different kind of hybrid attacks, violations of Swedish airspace or
territorial sea. Other aggressive behavior including strategic signaling with nuclear weapons are
also conceivable from Moscow, the report said.

The report states that Russia’s war in Ukraine limits the possibilities for attacks on other
countries but that Russia still has the capacity for a limited number of hostile measures against
countries like Sweden.

The report does not make recommendations whether Sweden should join NATO or not. Swedish
Foreign Minister Ann Linde told lawmakers at the Riksdagen legislature that “an armed attack
on Sweden cannot be ruled out” and pointed to the security guarantee that NATO membership
would offer.

The president and prime minister of Nordic neighbor Finland said Thursday they’re in favor of
rapidly applying for NATO membership, paving the country’s way to formally announce
membership bid in the coming days.



Fraser reported from Ankara, Turkey.



