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VY nucepraiii 311iICHEHO KOMILUIEKCHE Ta CHellaJibHE HAYKOBE TEOPETHYHO-
ICTOpUYHE JIOCHIIPKEHHS Tpo0sieM, MOB’S3aHUX 13 PO3YMIHHSM COLIATbHOI Ta
NPaBOBOI LIHHOCTI KIHKK B YKpaiHi y 700y CepennboBiuus. [lociainoBHO i J0TTYHO
BUCBITJICHO 3aKOHOMIPHOCTI Ta OCOOJIMBOCTI OCMHCIICHHSI ()EHOMEHY COIlialbHO1 Ta
PaBOBOI IIIHHOCTI 1HKH 3a yaciB KuiBcbkoi Pyci, y nepiog XV — nepioi nmosioBUHA
XVII cT., a Takox 3a 106U ['eTbMaHIIMHU. Y pe3ysbTaTi MPOBEACHOTO TOCTIKCHHS
chOpMyITbOBAaHO PsJ BUCHOBKIB Ta KOHIENTYaJbHUX HAYKOBHX IOJIOKCHbB, SIKi
BIJITBOPIOIOTH 3arajibHi PUCH ¥ crenudiky po3yMiHHS B YKpaiHCBKOMY CYCHUIBCTBI
COITiaJTbHOT Ta TPABOBOI IIHHOCTI1 KIHKU Ha BCIX eTanax enoxu CepeaHboBIvYSl.

VY xoai pocnipkeHHsT OyJO BCTaHOBIIEHO, IO TMOHSTTS <WIIOAMHA» (Y TOMY
9UCHTi, XiHKa) y (UT10ocodChKO-TIPaBOBIM IHTEpIIpETaIlii OCMHCIIOETHCS SK iCTOTa
OloJyioriyHa, coIlagi3oBaHa, IO MAa€ JYXOBHICTh, PO3TIIIAETHCS HYEpPe3 IPHUMY
MOHATTS «IpaBOBa JIIOJMHA», a 1i MpaBoBa IIHHICTh JIIOJAMHU € aOCTPaKTHO-
17IcaTbHOI0 MOJICJUTIO, KA OCMHUCIIOETBCS Y KOHTEKCTI IMO€IHAHHS aKCUIOTIYHO-
MpPaBOBOTO Ta  AHTPOIOJOTIYHO-TIPABOBOTO  JIIOJUHOPO3YMIHHA.  ABTOPKOIO
OOTpYHTOBAHO, IO JOCIIKEHHS 3MICTY COIllabHOI I[IHHOCTI JKIHKH JOIUIBHO
MPOBOJIUTH Y MEXaX aHTPOIOJOTIYHOrO Ta aKCiOJIOTIYHOTO IIXOIIB y KOHTEKCTI
MOHATh «IPU3HAYCHHS» (METa, HAMpPSIMH AISUTBHOCTI) Ta «KOPUCHICTH» (pe3yibTaT
TiSTBHOCTI). Y TOHM camMuil 4ac, y AucepTallii JI0BEeICHO, IO 3MICT MPaBOBOi I[IHHOCTI
KIHKA 0a3zyeThCss Ha ii MPaBOBOMY CTaTyCl, COIIAJbHHUX I[IHHOCTAX (CcBOOOIA,
CIPaBEUIMBICTh, PIBHICTB) 1 PO3YMIETBCS y KOHTEKCTI TMOHATTA «IPaBOBa
3HAYYLI[ICTh» (1I€papXiuHICTh 32 MPABOBUM CTATYCOM 1 MOXKJIMBOCTSMHU, 3aKPIIIICHUMHU

y 3aKOHOJIABCTBI1, CEPEIHbOBIYHUX KJIACIB Ta CTaHIB, IO SIKUX HAJICKATU KIHKH).



Busineno, mo y nepion KuiBcbkoi Pyci ysaBieHHs mpo couiajibHy LIHHICTb
KIHKA CKJIQajioch M BIUIMBOM PEJITiAHOTO CBITOINISAAY 3 AaKCIOJOTIYHUMH Ta
AHTPOTOJIOTIYHUMH eJIeMEeHTaMHU. BpaxoByrouu 1e, OyJl0 HagaHO XapaKTEPUCTHKY
COLIIAJIbHOT IIHHOCTI JKIHKM, fKa Mojsraja y 3a0e3leyeHHl NpeICTaBHUIISIMU
KHSI31BCBKO1 JAMHACTII «iHTepeciB 3emii Pycbkoi» Ta peanizaiii BUIbHOIO
MIPOCTOIOAMHKOI0 MPUTAMAHHUX JUISl «TPaIUIIHHOrO» cycniabcTBa (PyHKIiNA. Byno
3’SCOBaHO, U0 HaNpsAMaMH AiSUIBHOCTI KHSATHMHb OYyJIM JUIUIOMAaTU4YHI Ta TOPrOBI
3HOCHUHHU, KYJbTYPHO-TIPOCBITHHUIIbKA JISUTBHICTH 32 KOPJOHOM, YIPaBIIiHHS
JEp’)KaBHAUMM  CIpaBaMH, 3JIarO/DKCHHS  COI[IaJIbBHUX  IPOTHPIY, IPOBEICHHS
¢ickanbHOT MOJITUKU, XPUCTHUSHIZALIIS ACP>KaBH.

VY xoni mochimkeHHs OyJlo akIEHTOBAHO yBary Ha Te, 1o y mepiog XV —
nepmoi nmojoBuHu XVII cT. cnenudika oCMHUCICHHS COINiabHOT I[IHHOCTI JKIHKU
3YMOBJIIOBAJIACh TOE€JHAHHSM aHTPOIOIECHTPUYHHMX, TYMAHICTUYHUX, aKCi0JIOTIIHUX
€JIEMEHTIB Ta KOHKPETHO-ICTOPUYHOIO cHuTyairieto. [Ipu niboMy Oysio BU3HAUYEHO, 110
O0COOJIMBOCTI OCMHMCJICHHSI COIIAJIbHOI I[IHHOCTI JKIHKW TOJSTadd B I1HTEpHIpeTarii
«MPU3HAYCHHS» 1 «KKOPUCHOCTI» JKIHOK PI3HUX CTaHIB HACEJICHHS: TaHIBHUX BEPCTB —
YIPaBIiHHS JEP>KaBHUMH CIpaBaMH Ha JIOKAJIBHOMY pIiBHI, y CIIpaBax MiICII€BOTO
CaMOBpsIJIyBaHHS, MEIIEHAaTChKa Ta  KYJbTYpHO-TIPOCBITHHUIIbKA  JTISUIBbHICTB;
HEMPUBUICHOBAHUX CTaHIB — TOPTIBJIS; KO3aYKH — B OCHOBHOMY, BIHCHKOBA CITpaBa i
TOPTIBJISI; KIHKM yCiX COIIAJIbHUX TPyN BHUKOHYBadW (YHKIIIi, mpuTamMaHH1 s
«TPAJUIITHOTO» CYCTIHCTBA.

ABTOpPKOIO OYJI0 BHUSIBJICHO, 10 32 YaciB ['eThbMaHIIMHN aKCIOJIOTTYHUNA 3MICT
COIaNIbHOT IIHHOCTI J>KIHKKM 3YMOBJIOBaBCS JOMIHYBAaHHSIM aKCIOJNOT13MY Yy
MOETHAHHI 3 AHTPOMOICHTPUYHUMHU €JIEMEHTAMU Ta PAIllOHaNi3MOM ¥ 3MIHIOBaBCS
3aJIe)KHO BiJ| CHTYyallii HA MMEBHOMY ICTOPUYHOMY €Tari PO3BUTKY JAEpKaBU. Y XOIi
JOCHipKeHHsT Oysno 3’sicoBaHO, M0 HAa KOXXHOMY €Tami akKCiOJOTIYHUH 3MiCT
COINANIbHOT I[IHHOCTI KIHKH aKyMYJIOBaBCS y HampsiMax 1 pe3yibTaTax MissIbHOCTI
KIHOK PI3HUX BEPCTB HaceleHHs. [[oBeAeHO, 1110 Ha MepIIoMy eTalll «IIPU3HAYCHHS
KIHOK TOJIATaJ0 B YIPaBIIHHI 3arajbHOJIEPKABHUMH CIIpaBaMu («reTbMaHII»),
MELIEHATCTBI (IUIAXTAHKUA 1 JPY>KUHU CTapIIUHM), 3[IMCHEHHI TOPrOBUX OIlepaliii

(censtHKM 1 KO3auKu) 1 BIMCBKOBOI crpaBu (ko3auku). «KopuUCHICTB» mojsirana y



HaJaro/)KeHH1 TMOJITUYHUX CTOCYHKIB 13 IHIOMMH J€p’KaBaMH, IOKpalIeHHI
(GyHKIIIOHYBaHHSI OpraHiB JEP:KaBHOI BJIAJM, MIATPUMIII aBTOHOMIi ['eTbMaHIIUHU,
30epeKeHH1 paB MPaBOCIABHOI EPKBH, 30UTIIEHHI KUIBKOCTI OCBIYEHHX YKPAiHIIB,
iHTeHCU(IKaIli TOBAPHO-TPOIIOBUX BIIHOCHH, MIHIMI3allli HACTIKIB BOEHHUX MOJIH.

BceraHoBneHo, 10 Ha ApyroMy eTamni CyTTEBO 3MIHIOETHCS «IIPU3HAYEHHS
MPEICTaBHUIIL KOXKHOTO CTaHy: JKIHKH KO3aI[bKO1 CTApIIMHHU 3aiMalOThCS TUIBKU
MELIEHATChKOIO Ta TOCMOAAPCHKOI0 JISIBHICTIO; KIHKM 3 HENPUBUICHOBAHUX BEPCTB
00OMEXYIOThCS B y4acTi y TOPTOBUX CIIpaBax; Kpimadyky MO30aBISIOTHCS MOMXKIUBOCTI
OpaTH yd4acTh Yy TOProBid MiSUTPHOCTI; KO3a4KH BXE HE MArOTh 3MOTH 3aiiMaTHCh
TOPrOBOI0 YW BIMCHKOBOIO CIpaBaMU 1 BHUKOHYIOTh JiMIIEe (YHKIIII, MpUTaMaHHI
«TPaIULIHHOMY» CYCIiTBCTBY.

Busnaueno, mo y nepion KuiBcekoi Pyci ocHoBHI HampsiMu (opmyBaHHS
IPABOBOI I[IHHOCTI K1HKU MOJISITAIM Y 3aKPIIJICHH1 Y MPABOBUX HOPMaXx ii MPaBOBOTO
CTaTyCcy Yy CIMEHHO-IUTIOOHIN, [MBUILHO-TIPABOBIM Ta KPUMIHAIBHO-NPABOBIN
chepax. Po3pi3HsBCS MpaBOBUI CTaTyC BUIBHOI JIIBYMHU, 3aMDKHBOT )KIHKU Ta yJIOBH.
JloBesieHo, 110 OLIBIN MPIOPUTETHUM BBAXKaBCsI MPABOBUH CTATYC 3aMIKHBOI JKIHKH
Ta yJIOBH, PIBHUM JIJIs1 YCIX BITBHUX KIHOK OYB 3aXHCT BiJl 3JIOYMHHUX MOCATAHb HA 1X
KUTTS, 9€CTh Ta T1IHICTh, ICHYBaJIa MPaBOBa HEPIBHICTh cepell BUIbHUX (KHA31BCHKO-
0osipchKa colliajibHa rpyIa Ta MPOCTOMIOMHN) Ta MIJK BUTbHUMHU W paOHUHSIMHU.

VY xoxi mpoBeAeHHs IOCTiKeHHs Oylo BCTaHOBJIEHO, IO IIPaBOBa IIHHICTH
MPaBOBOMY CTaTyCi, 3a CTYNIEHEM Yy4YacTi Yy CIMEHHO-NUIIOOHUX BIIHOCHMHAX Ta
COIIIaJIbHO-KJIACOBUM TOJIOKEHHSAM. HalBUIIMiA piBeHb «IPABOBOi 3HAUYIIOCTI»
Maji 3aMDKHI KIHKH Ta YJOBH 3 KHS3IBCBKHX 1 OOSIPCHKUX POJiB; IPYTruil piBEHb
lepapxizamii — 3aMDKHI KIHKH Ta YJOBU-TIPOCTOJIIOJMHKY; HAWHIWKYUN PIBEHb
3aiimanu paOuHi.

Hoseneno, mo y XV — mepmiii monoBuHi XVII cT. BB Ha PO3BUTOK
MPaBOBOT IIHHOCTI JKIHKHU CTIpaBUiIM inei Penecancy, CTaHOBICTh MpaBa, 3aKpilIeHHS
MIPUHIIMITY TIpaBa-MpUBLUICIO, PO3MEKYBAHHS TPABOBOIO CTATYCY >KIHKH 3aJI€KHO Bij
CTyIeHs 11 y4acTi y CIMEMHO-TIUTIOOHUX BigHOCHHAaX. OOIpyHTOBAHO, 1110 OCHOBHUMU

HampsiMaMy TaKOro PO3BUTKY OyJIM PO3MIUPEHHS Ta OUIbII YITKE YHOPMYBAHHS



MalHOBUX W OCOOMCTHUX MpaB NUISXTSIHOK Ta BCTAHOBJICHHS KapAWHAIBHOI Pi3HUIL Yy
MIPaBOBOMY CTaTyCi XKIHOK 33 CTAHOBOIO O3HAKOIO.

Bbyno BusiBieHO, 110 y CiMeHHINA cdepi Oyso OUIBLI YITKO BU3HAYEHO MPaBO
MaHSHOK Ha TMpHUJaHe, CHAAINIMHY 3a 3aKOHOM Ta 3alloBITOM; IS 3aMDKHIX
HNUISIXTSSHOK — JieTaji3allisl MpaBa Ha BUIbHE PO3MOPSIKEHHS BJIACHUM MailHOM,
«IOpUIM3ALls» JKepes 30arayeHHs, rapaHTyBaHHs il MallHOBOro 3a0e3leueHHs Ha
BUITAJIOK CMEPTI YOJIOBiKA, OTPUMAHHS JOMATKOBUX ITIJICTAB IS PO3ITYyYCHHS; IS
yIiB — YIiTKE OKPECIICHHS IPAaBOBOTO CTATYCy «BIHOBaHUX» (Maju TIEpPeBarv y
CNaJKyBaHHI, MpaBi BUIBHO TEpeJaBaTH y CHAAUIMHY MaiHO, OMiKaTh MJiTed) Ta
«HEBIHOBAHUX» KIHOK.

ABTOpPKOIO HaroJjomieHo, 1o NUIIXTIHKaM 3a0e3reuyBanach MOBHA ITUBLIHHA
IPaBOCYO’ EKTHICTh; BOHU KOPHCTYBAJIUCh OCOOJUBHUM 3aXHMCTOM 3a BUYMHCHI MPOTH
HUX 370unHU. [IpaBoBWIA CTaTyc J>KIHOK 3 HENPHBLICHOBAHMX BEPCTB HACEICHHS
NOJUISABCSI HA CTATyC HAIIBBUIBHUX MPOCTONIOAMHOK (Majau OOMEXEHY CiMeilHO-
NUTFOOHY Ta IUBUIBHY NPABOCYO’ €KTHICTH), MIIIAHOK 3 MPUBATHUX MICT W Kpillavyok
(ix mpaBa 1 000B’sI3kM BU3HAYAIKUCh (peoganamu). Byino BcTaHoBIEHO, IO MpaBOBa
IIIHHICTh KIHKU 3aJie)kalia BiJ] paHXKyBaHHS ii «IIPaBOBOI 3HAUYIIOCTI» 3a CTyIEHEM
y4acTi y CIMEHHO-TIUIFOOHUX BIJHOCHHAX, MPABOBUM CTaTyCOM Y/IB-IIUISXTSHOK Ta
COITIATbHO-CTAaHOBUM CTAaTyCcOM. AOCOIOTHHI PIBEHb «IIPABOBOi 3HAUYYIIOCTI» Maju
NUISIXTSHKYA, APYTUd piBE€Hb BIJNOBiJIaB MPABOBOMY CTaTyCy «HEBIHOBAaHUX» YIB;
HUKY1 piBHI Y PEeTPEeCUBHIN IMOCIITOBHOCTI 3aiiMalii HaITIBBUIbHI Ta HEBUIBbHI 0COOH.

OOrpyHTOBaHO, IO AKCIOJNIOTIYHA IHTEPIIpETAIlis MPaBOBOI I[IHHOCTI JKIHKU Y
apyriii mojoBuHi XVII — XVIII cr. 3ymoBmioBaiiach ieIMH TyMaHI3My e€MOXHU
[IpocBiTHUIITBA, CTAHOBICTIO MPaBa, PO3MEKYBAaHHSM TMPABOBOTO CTATYCY 3aJICIKHO
BiJl CTyNEHS y4acTi )KIHKHM y CIMEHHO-NIUTIOOHUX BiHOCHHAX. Ha 3micT iHTepmpeTantii
BIUTMHYJIO  BigHOBIeHHS mporsrom XVIII  cr. Bemukoro  (deomanbHOTO
3eMJICTOCTIONNAPCTBA, 3aKPIMAvyeHHsS CEeJSHCTBA, JIKBIAAIlli aBTOHOMHOIO YCTPOIO
['eTbMaHIIMHN, BIPOBAIKEHHSI POCIMCHKOTO 3aKOHOJABCTBA, MOCTYMOBHUHA 3aHEIMAa]l
Jii TpaBOBHX 3BUYAIB YKPATHCHKOTO HAPOAY, PELEIIIisl HOPM HIMEIBKOTO MpaBa.

Y xomi pochipkeHHs OyJio BU3HAYEHO, IO CYTHICTh aKCIOJIOTTYHOT

iHTEepnpeTanii BioOpa3uiach y PO3MIMPEHHI Ta OUIbII YITKOMY YHOPMYBaHHI



MalHOBUX M OCOOMCTHX MpaB MAaHSHOK (CMaJKyBaHHS «IPUMHOKEHOIr0» OaTbKaMu
MaifHa, BUCITYKEHUX 0aThKIBCbKUX MA€ETKIB) Ta YA1B, JIKBIJALlll pI3HUIIl Y TIPABOBOMY
CTaTyCl «BIHOBAaHUX» Ta «HEBIHOBAHMX» NUIAXTSIHOK, OPUIAWYHIA (opmaizalii
OITIKM YOJIOBIKA HaJ 0COO0I0 3aMIXHBO1 )KIHKHM Ta HOro maHyBaHHS y MallHOBIN cdepi
NUIIOOHMX ~ BIAHOCHH, OCTaTOYHOMY  1030aBJIEHHI MpaB  KpinadyoKk (BOHHU
PO3LIHIOBAIUCH SIK 00 €KT CIMEMHO-UUTIOOHMX, UMBUIBHMX Ta KPUMIHAJIBHUX
MPaBOBIIHOCHH).
3HAYYIIOCTI» 3a CTYNMEHEM Yy4YacTli y CIMEHMHO-IIIIOOHMX BIJHOCHMHAX, MPaBOBUM
NOJIOXKEHHSIM ~ 3aMDKHIX — IUIAXTSHOK  Ta  COLIaJIbHO-CTAHOBUM  CTaTyCOM.
[IpiopureTHuil mabenb «IpPaBOBOi 3HAYYHIOCTD» 3aiiManu NaHSHKU Ta YJIOBHU-
NUIAXTSHKA;, JPYTHM piBeHb TOCINaNM 3aMDKHI JKIHKM; HAWHMKYMNA PpIBEHB
BIJINTOB1/IaB TPABOBOMY CTaTyCy «XOJIOTIOK.

Kniouoei cnosa: npaBo; colliayibHa Ta MPaBOBa I[IHHICTh; JIFOJWHA; KIHKA;
KIHKU-KHATHUHI; TeHJEP; PIBHICTh MOXKIMBOCTEHN; cepeHbOBIUHA AepkaBa; KuiBchka
Pych; JlutoBchko-Pychka nepxkaBa; JlutoBchbkuit CrTaTyT; pOJMHA; CcOIlliajibHA

KYyJbTYypa, IIpPpaBOBC ITOJIOKCHHA,; IIpaBa JIIOAWHU
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The dissertation is a comprehensive and special scientific theoretical and
historical study of the problems related to the understanding of the social and legal
value of women in Ukraine in the Middle Ages. The author consistently and logically
highlights the regularities and peculiarities of understanding the phenomenon of
social and legal value of women in the times of Kievan Rus, in the period of the
fifteenth - first half of the seventeenth century, as well as in the Hetmanate. As a

result of the study, the author formulates a number of conclusions and conceptual



scientific provisions which reflect the general features and specifics of understanding
of the social and legal value of women in Ukrainian society at all stages of the
Middle Ages.

The study established that the concept of "human being" (including a woman)
in the philosophical and legal interpretation is understood as a biological, socialized
being with spirituality, and is viewed through the prism of the concept of "legal
person”, and its legal value is an abstract ideal model which is understood in the
context of a combination of axiological and legal and anthropological and legal
human understanding. The author substantiates that it is advisable to study the
content of a woman's social value within the framework of anthropological and
axiological approaches in the context of the concepts of "purpose™ (goal, areas of
activity) and "usefulness” (result of activity). At the same time, the dissertation
proves that the content of a woman's legal value is based on her legal status, social
values (freedom, justice, equality) and is understood in the context of the concept of
"legal significance" (hierarchy in terms of legal status and opportunities enshrined in
legislation, medieval classes and estates to which women belonged).

It is revealed that in the period of Kievan Rus, the idea of the social value of
women was formed under the influence of the religious worldview with axiological
and anthropological elements. With this in mind, the author characterizes the social
value of women, which consisted in ensuring the "interests of the Rus' land" by the
representatives of the princely dynasty and the realization by free commoners of the
functions inherent in a "traditional" society. It was found out that the areas of activity
of princesses were diplomatic and trade relations, cultural and educational activities
abroad, management of state affairs, reconciliation of social contradictions, fiscal
policy, and Christianization of the state.

The study emphasizes that in the period of the fifteenth - first half of the
seventeenth century, the specifics of understanding the social value of women were
determined by a combination of anthropocentric, humanistic, axiological elements
and a specific historical situation. It was determined that the peculiarities of
understanding the social value of women consisted in the interpretation of the

"purpose™ and "usefulness" of women of different social classes: the ruling classes -



management of public affairs at the local level, local government, patronage and
cultural and educational activities; non-privileged classes - trade; Cossacks - mainly
military affairs and trade; women of all social groups performed functions inherent in
a "traditional” society.

The author has found that during the Hetmanate, the axiological content of the
social value of women was determined by the dominance of axiologism combined
with anthropocentric elements and rationalism and changed depending on the
situation at a particular historical stage of the State's development. The study found
that at each stage, the axiological content of the social value of women was
accumulated in the directions and results of the activities of women from different
segments of the population. It is proved that at the first stage, the "purpose™ of
women was to manage national affairs (“hetmanshas"), patronage (noblewomen and
wives of officers), trade operations (peasant women and Cossack women) and
military affairs (Cossack women). The "usefulness™ consisted of establishing political
relations with other states, improving the functioning of public authorities, supporting
the autonomy of the Hetmanate, preserving the rights of the Orthodox Church,
increasing the number of educated Ukrainians, intensifying commodity and monetary
relations, and minimizing the consequences of military events.

It is established that at the second stage, the "purpose” of representatives of
each estate changes significantly: women of the Cossack officers are engaged only in
patronage and economic activities; women from non-privileged classes are limited in
their participation in trade; serfs are deprived of the opportunity to participate in
trade; Cossack women are no longer able to engage in trade or military affairs and
perform only functions inherent in "traditional” society.

It is determined that during the period of Kievan Rus, the main directions of
formation of the legal value of women were to enshrine in legal norms their legal
status in the family and marriage, civil and criminal law spheres. The legal status of a
free girl, a married woman and a widow was differentiated. It is proved that the legal
status of a married woman and a widow was considered to be a higher priority; all

free women were protected from criminal attacks on their life, honor and dignity;



there was legal inequality among the free (princely and boyar social group and
commoners) and between free and slave women.

The study found that the legal value of a woman depended on the gradation of
her "legal significance"”, which was accumulated in her legal status, the degree of
participation in family and marriage relations, and her social class position. Married
women and widows from princely and boyar families had the highest level of "legal
significance"; the second level of hierarchization was occupied by married women
and widows from commoners; the lowest level was occupied by slaves.

It is proved that in the fifteenth and first half of the seventeenth century, the
development of women's legal value was influenced by the ideas of the Renaissance,
the status of law, the consolidation of the principle of law-privilege, and the
delimitation of women's legal status depending on the degree of their participation in
family and marriage relations. The author substantiates that the main directions of
such development were the expansion and clearer regulation of property and personal
rights of women of the nobility and the establishment of a fundamental difference in
the legal status of women on the basis of their class.

It was found that in the family sphere, the right of young ladies to dowry,
inheritance by law and will was more clearly defined; for married gentry, the right to
free disposal of their property was detailed, sources of enrichment were “legalized,”
and they were guaranteed property security in the event of the death of their husband,
and additional grounds for divorce were provided; for widows, a clear definition of
the legal status of "venial™ women (who had advantages in inheritance, the right to
freely inherit property, and to take care of children) and "non-venial™ women.

The author emphasizes that noblewomen were provided with full civil legal
personality; they enjoyed special protection for crimes committed against them. The
legal status of women from non-privileged groups was divided into the status of
semi-free commoners (they had limited family and marriage and civil legal
personality), burghers from private towns and serfs (their rights and obligations were
determined by feudal lords). It was found that the legal value of a woman depended
on the ranking of her "legal significance"” by the degree of participation in family and

marriage relations, the legal status of widows-gentry, and social and economic status.



Noblewomen had the absolute level of "legal significance"; the second level
corresponded to the legal status of "innocent™ widows; lower levels in the regressive
sequence were occupied by semi-free and unfree persons.

It is substantiated that the axiological interpretation of the legal value of
women in the second half of the seventeenth - eighteenth centuries was determined
by the ideas of humanism of the Enlightenment, the status of law, and the
differentiation of legal status depending on the degree of a woman's participation in
family and marriage relations. The content of the interpretation was influenced by the
restoration of large feudal landholdings in the eighteenth century, the enslavement of
the peasantry, the elimination of the autonomous system of the Hetmanate, the
introduction of Russian legislation, the gradual decline of the legal customs of the
Ukrainian people, and the reception of German law.

The study found that the essence of the axiological interpretation was
reflected in the expansion and clearer regulation of property and personal rights of
young ladies (inheritance of property "multiplied” by parents, parental estates) and
widows, the elimination of the difference in the legal status of "venial” and "non-
venial™ noblewomen, the legal formalization of the husband's guardianship over the
person of a married woman and his dominance in the property sphere of marriage
relations, and the final deprivation of the rights of serfs (they were regarded as
objects of family and marriage, civil and criminal legal relations).

It is proved that the legal value of a woman depended on the gradation of her
"legal significance" according to the degree of participation in family and marriage
relations, the legal status of married noblewomen and the social and economic status.
The priority level of "legal significance" was occupied by young ladies and widows-
gentry; the second level was occupied by married women; the lowest level
corresponded to the legal status of "serfs".

Key words: law; social and legal value; person; woman; women princesses;
gender; equality of opportunities; medieval state; Kievan Rus; Lithuanian-Russian

state; Lithuanian Charter; family; social culture; legal status; human rights
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